
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A selection of books read as part of  

Annan Academy’s SIX BOOKS IN SIX WEEKS  

Summer Reading Challenge. 

 

Summer 2014 saw the launch of the Our Community Reads 

initiative.  

   Our aim is to get everyone in Annan reading and talking about 

books.  

   Annan Academy and our Cluster Primary schools are at the heart 

of the project but we want to get everyone - including local 

community groups and businesses, big and small - involved. 

   You may have already seen some of our pupils and staff wearing 

yellow 'Our Community Reads' lanyards around the town. You can 

have one too. 

   All you need to do is get in touch with Carolyn Johnston or 

Graeme Cooper at Annan Academy and let us know what you are 

going to do to promote reading and we will supply you with 

lanyards and wristbands for those taking part. 

EEvveerryyoonnee  iiss  aa  rreeaaddeerr  ……  ssoommee  jjuusstt  hhaavveenn’’tt  

ffoouunndd  tthheeiirr  ffaavvoouurriittee  bbooookk  yyeett  



Diary of a Wimpy Kid  
by Jeff Kinney 

 

It’s about a boy called Greg and his mum bought 

him a diary. Greg has a best friend called 

Rowley. Greg has a big brother called Rodrick 

and a little brother called Manny.  

My favourite character is Rowley. 

Lewis Hawrylkiw  
 

 

 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Rodrick Rules 
 

Rodrick Rules is about two brothers who 

despise each other until their mom sets up a 

system. The more time they spend together, 

being nice, the more money they get. However, 

something terrible happens. While their parents 

are away for the weekend, Rodrick decides to 

have a house party. Greg was looking forward to 

it until… 

(You’ll have to read the book to find out what 

happens.) 

Heather Dalgliesh 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Snow White Must Die 
by Nele Neuhaus 

 

Murder, betrayal, blackmail, revenge. Lots 

of twists and turns to keep you guessing 

who masterminded the whole sorry affair. 

Is there a happy ending? 

You’ll need to read it to find out. 

 

J. McEwen also read Little Beach Street 

Bakery by Jenny Colgan, A Game of 

Thrones by George R. R. Martin, WW1: 

History in an Hour by Rupert Colley, The 

Hanging Shed by Gordon Ferris and The 

White Queen by Philippa Gregory. 

 
 

The Universe Versus Alex Woods by Gavin Extence 

 

This book is wonderful. It takes the 

reader through every emotion, through 

the perspective of different 

generations. It questions our values 

and the ultimate decision that we all 

may take. Tears, laughter, profound 

issues, great characters! 

 

A MUST-READ FOR ALL. 

 

A. Evans also read: Jude the Obscure 

by Thomas Hardy, Slaughterhouse 

Five by Kurt Vonnegut, Bedsit Disco 

Queen by Tracey Thorn, Patient by 

Ben Watt, Infinity by Brian Clegg and 

The Richard Burton Diaries by 

Richard Burton. 

Fans of The Wimpy Kid 

will enjoy Liz Pichon’s 

Tom Gates books, 

Barry Loser by Jim 

Smith, The World of 

Norm by Jonathan 

Meres and the Middle 

School series by James 

Patterson.  
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The Thief of Time 

by Terry Pratchett 

 

If you love a good giggle, ridiculous 

characters and you want to know who the 

fifth horseman of the apocalypse is and why 

he is the go-to man for a super pint of fresh 

milk and perhaps some yogurt, then this is 

the book for you. 

Once again we follow some of Pratchett’s 

iconic characters on another adventure to 

save the Discworld. This time the Auditors 

are coming and they have their eyes on Time 

itself (or, should I say, herself).  

All in all The Thief of Time is a great read 

and I would definitely recommend it to you. 

As a bit of a Terry Pratchett fan, I think it is one of his best. 

 

D. Le Vin also read: Moving Pictures and Monstrous Regiment by 

Terry Pratchett, Asteroid of Fear by Raymond Gallun, The Scrolls of 

Sion: Rise of the Dark Queen by T.J. Therien and Fire and Ice by 

Patty Jansen 

 

Heft by Liz Moore 

 

One of my favourite summer reads was Heft 

by Liz Moore. The characters spoke to my 

soul and although the novel did not end in the 

way the reader might have wanted it to, in a 

sentimental way, the ending was just right 

and how it should have ended. 

I really felt that I lived amongst the main 

characters when I immersed myself in each 

chapter. I think I’ll re-read it in the October 

holidays…mmmm…definitely. 

A. Chistyakova 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Cabin Fever 
 

The best thing I liked about this book was all the 

humour Jeff Kinney has put in. I would definitely 

recommend this book to others because I think he is a 

great author and tries to put a bit of reality into his 

books. 

Heather Dalgliesh  
 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Third Wheel 
 

This book is about a Valentine’s dance that 

is coming up but Rowley and Gregory (the 

Wimpy Kid) do not have a partner so they 

decide to go to the dance with a girl that 

has no partner.  

I would recommend this book. I read it on 

a plane! 

Calum McDougall  
 

 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Hard Luck 

Greg Heffly is having a rough time all because Rowley has now got a 

new girlfriend and Greg’s not happy about that. Things aren’t that great 

between them. Will they drift apart?  

I would recommend this book because it is very funny with twists and 

turns along the way. 

Emily Kidd 
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Horrid Henry and the Football 

Fiend by Francesca Simon 
 

The book was funny. It was about Horrid 

Henry and his class. They had a football 

match and whoever got Man of the 

Match got tickets to see the cup final. 

Lewis Hawrylkiw  
 

Horrid Henry’s Stinkbomb 
 

Henry wins a book competition. He thought the prize 

was tickets to a theme park but it turns out to be a 

book world theme park. I would recommend the book 

to boys. 

Natasha O’Neill  

 

Favourites by Roald Dahl 
 

Matilda 
 

Matilda wants to go to school but her parents say she is 

only 4 when she is really 6. Her dad gets her into one 

of the scariest schools ever.  

I would rate this book 8/10. 

Natasha O’Neill 
  

Esio Trot 
 

Esio Trot was one of my favourite reads because it is 

funny. Mr Hoppy wants to impress Mrs Silver by giving 

her a slightly bigger tortoise 

every day to make her fall in 

love with him because her 

tortoise, Alfie, would not 

grow. 

Alex Carpenter  
 

My other favourite summer read was 

Hanns and Rudolph by Thomas Harding. 

The subtitle is: The German Jew and the 

Hunt for the Kommandant of Auschwitz.  

Not only were the concept and story 

extraordinary but it was interesting to go 

behind the scenes of the war and re-

discover the history and the lives of a 

people and individuals from a different 

dimension. I was left with a sense of ‘What 

if …?’ 

 

A Chistyakova also read: Buried Angels 

by Camilla Lackberg, Gone Girl by Gillian 

Flynn, Greatest Traitor: The Secret Life 

of Agent George Blake by Roger 

Hermiston and Tents and Tent Stability 

by Chris Lown. 

 

Gone Girl by Gillian Flynn 

 

Superb! 
 

I loved how the story came from two 

viewpoints (both the wife and the 

husband) so you can see for yourself 

how the story pans out from both points 

of view. However, the ending makes you 

wish you’d never started reading through 

sheer frustration. 

I’d recommend the book to others due to 

the amount of action and plot twists 

happening throughout the story – you 

won’t want to put it down. 

Shannon Glendinning  
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The Great Gatsby by F Scott Fitzgerald 
 

This is a wonderful book to read. It may seem 

a little long-winded at times but the powerful 

message it holds is worth it: you cannot relive 

the past and obsession with something you 

cannot have will only destroy you. 

It also deals with the idea that the American 

dream is make-believe. Perhaps money cannot 

buy us happiness after all. 
 

Shannon Glendinning also read: The Color 

Purple by Alice Walker, The Book Thief by 

Markus Zusak, The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath 

and Chrome Yellow by Aldous Huxley. 
 

The Picture of Dorian Gray 

by Oscar Wilde 
 

A very interesting book which gives an accurate 

insight into the human condition, it focuses on 

morality and vanity. This is a very good read to make 

you think. 
 

Sophie O’Brien also read The Strange Case of Dr 

Jekyll and Mr Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson and 

The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde 

 

Child 44 is the first of a trilogy by Tom Rob Smith. 

The story is set in Russia in the Soviet era of ‘no 

crime’ where the secret police are feared by 

everyone. 
 

S Edgar also read: The Fall of the Giants and 

Winter of the World by Ken Follet, A Wanted Man 

by Lee Child, In my Own Heart’s Blood by Diana 

Gabaldan and The Secret Speech by Tom Rob 

Smith. 

Gangsta Granny by David Walliams 
 

Ben has to go to his granny’s every Friday but he 

doesn’t want to go because it is so boring. All she 

does is eat cabbage soup and do knitting but Ben 

has to go because his mum and dad go ballroom 

dancing. 

One Friday Ben went to his granny’s and he asked 

for a biscuit. His granny said they were on top of 

the cupboards so he went in a tin and he found lots 

of jewels. After a while Ben’s mum and dad came 

to pick him up.  

That night Ben went out and spied on his granny and she was stealing 

jewels. She saw him and it was no secret anymore so they both went on 

more adventures. 

Ellie Hastie 
 

Mr Stink by David Walliams 
 

Chloe was a lonely girl. Her friends only made fun of 

her. She was walking through the park one day and 

she met a homeless man. He was very stinky. He has 

never had a bath or a shower before. His name was 

Mr Stink. All he did day after day was sit on a bench 

with his dog and he would normally scare the people 

away because of the smell but they sat there day after 

day on the bench. 

Ellie Hastie 
 

The Midnight Gate by Helen Stringer 

 

Belladonna Johnson has got used to having parents who 

are ghosts, and most of the time they're just like other 

parents. The only problem is no one can see them but 

her.  

Recommended by Wendy Hamilton who likes books 

about ghosts and other supernatural creatures. 
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One of my favourite books was War 

Horse by Michael Morpurgo because 

it’s very detailed and has a good 

storyline. 

Jenna Patterson  
 

 

 

Columba and All That by Allan Burnett 
 

This book is about St Columba and the 

adventures he had. I liked this book because it 

had lots of strange facts like the Stone of 

Destiny was Columba’s stone pillow. I would 

recommend it to others because it tells you a 

lot about Columba so you would learn a lot.  

Calum McDougall 

 

The Further Adventures of an Idiot Abroad by 

Karl Pilkington was a really funny book. Any fans of the 

series will love this book. It’s all about the second season 

of the show. 

Aidan Howatson 

 
 

 

The Wonderful Wizard of Oz by Frank L Baum 

is an interesting read, very different from other 

perhaps more widely known versions of the story. 

The story is a pleasant and light-hearted one about 

a young girl called Dorothy and her adventures in 

an unfamiliar and somewhat ludicrous land. 

Together with her three new friends and her dog, 

Toto, Dorothy manages to free the creatures of Oz 

from the Wicked Witch of the West and discovers 

that there truly is ‘no place like home’. 
Sophie O’Brien  

The Knife of Never Letting Go  

by Patrick Ness 
 

This is one of the most harrowing books 

I’ve ever read. In fact, I’m not sure I can 

bear to read the rest of the trilogy.  

The clear theme of questioning 

everything adults have told you resonates 

well with a teenage audience and helps 

ground a book that would otherwise be 

just sci-fi fantasy. As always, Ness takes 

readers on an emotional rollercoaster 

where no character is safe. Expect 

unexpected twists, life lessons and a few 

tears.  

Kerry Johnstone 
 

 

The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath 
 

Due to Plath being first and foremost a 

poet, The Bell Jar is filled with 

amazing descriptions and imagery. The 

fact that it is essentially 

autobiographical makes it a lot more 

interesting as it gives a great insight 

into the complex mind of Sylvia Plath, a 

well-known poet who had depression 

and attempted to kill herself many 

times. 

I would not recommend this book to 

someone seeking a light-hearted, cheery 

read but would definitely insist that 

people with the same curiosity as me 

should read it. 

Charlotte Marshall 
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We Were Liars by E Lockhart 
 

As this novel is narrated by Cadence 

– a 17-year-old girl who can only 

remember tiny snippets of what 

happened on the day of her accident 

– the style of narration is unreliable 

and also quirky and intriguing. I am 

particularly fond of the style of 

narration and would recommend the 

book for this reason.  

I would also recommend We Were 

Liars because the unexpected plot 

twist at the end is one to challenge 

M. Night Shyamalan and was so 

clever that I was really shocked I had 

missed the subtle hints dropped 

throughout the book. 

Charlotte Marshall 
 

The book has one of the biggest shock endings I have ever read. 

Nothing can prepare you, not even the few super subtle clues since the 

clues only become apparent on second and third readings. This is a 

short novel but well-paced with a great plot that will keep you hooked 

right until the very end. Almost certainly the best book I’ve read this 

year. 

Kerry Johnstone 
 

Charlotte Marshall also read: The Ocean at the End of the Lane by 

Neil Gaiman, The Year of the Rat by Clare Furniss, Girl, Interrupted 

by Susanna Kaysen and The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 

Night-time by Mark Haddon. 

 

Kerry Johnstone also read: Thirteen Reasons Why by Jay Asher, The 

Circle by Dave Eggers, The Stuff of Nightmares by Malorie 

Blackman and Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen. 

Harry Potter 
 

Harry Potter returns to Hogwarts for his 

fourth year, where the Triwizard 

tournament is getting ready to begin. 

Students must be over 17 to enter, with 

the winner receiving eternal glory. Harry 

can’t enter it this year … or can he?  

When his name is read out from the 

Goblet of Fire, everyone assumes that he 

has cheated. Harry insists that he did not 

place his name in there and that someone 

else is behind it. But who?  

Harry must survive dragons, sea creatures 

and a terrifying maze, all before coming 

face-to-face with a particular dark wizard. 

 

It’s been another long, hot summer at 

the Dursleys’ for Harry Potter. Having 

spent most of it in an adolescent ‘funk’ 

of depression and bitterness over the 

lack of informative letters from his 

friends about Voldemort’s return, he’s 

suddenly jolted out of his bad mood 

when two Dementors show up in the 

town of Little Whinging and attack 

Harry and his cousin Dudley.  

When Harry uses magic to drive them 

off he quickly receives a succession of 

owls from the Ministry requiring him 

to attend a disciplinary hearing. His 

heart sinks when he reads that the 

question of whether to expel him from 

Hogwarts will be decided at the 

hearing … 

Joshua Le Vin 
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Malory Towers by Enid Blyton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

I couldn’t put the books down. Rhianna Parker-Clevett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Green 
 

The Fault in Our Stars by John Green was 

my favourite book because it was the first book 

that I cried at.  

John Green wrote it really well because when 

you read a book or watch a film that makes you 

cry then it is amazing because it means that the 

story has affected you in some way. That is 

why it is my favourite read. 

Alex Carpenter 
 

 

 

 
The Fault in Our Stars by John Green is a 

really good book.  

I would recommend it to others because it 

shows you that no matter what kind of illness 

someone has they are still beautiful. My 

favourite part of the book is right at the 

beginning where Hazel and Gus the main 

characters first meet.  

This book is worth reading. I really enjoyed it 

and I’m sure you would as well. 

Julia Kaczykowska   
 

 

Julia also read: My Desperate Love 

Diary and My Dating Disasters 

Diary by Lizz Rettig. 
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Every Day by David Levithan 

 

I borrowed this book from a friend and 

read it in two days. I loved this book 

because it was different.  

The main character is a ‘drifter’ and spends 

each day in a random person’s body. Every 

day he leads a different life. On the 

opening day to the book he meets a girl 

and finds every way to see her again.  

As the story goes on he faces new 

challenges every day.  

The ending was sad but also happy. I loved 

this book and would recommend it to 

everyone. 

Rebekka Graham 
 

The Clockwork series is a prequel to 

The Mortal Instruments by 

Cassandra Clare so it helps you 

understand things from other books 

she has written. 

I love the characters in the story and 

I also love the plot. There’s always 

something happening in this book so 

it always leaves you wanting to read 

on. Of course, like every other 

Cassandra Clare book, she decides to 

throw in a ‘love triangle’ and in this 

one the outcome is extremely sad and 

leaves you screaming at the main 

character. I would recommend any of 

Cassandra Clare’s books as I enjoyed 

every single one. 

Rebekka Graham 

 

Queenie by Jacqueline Wilson 
 

I liked this book because it was set during the war and 

has a really good story about a girl who ends up 

getting tuberculosis in the knee and having to spend 

nearly a year in a leg splint.  

Her only friend at the hospital’s children’s ward was 

the cat, Queenie. 

Jenna Patterson 
 

Cookie by Jacqueline Wilson 

 

This is one of my all-time favourite books ever. What 

I like best about Cookie is that it could happen in real 

life and it makes you think about all the nasty things 

you’ve said and done to someone.  

I would definitely recommend this book to anyone 

because it is a thoughtful, moving and amazing book 

for all ages. 

Kayley Black 
 

Scarlett by Cathy Cassidy is about a London 

girl who has been kicked out of 5 schools and 

her mum has had enough of it so she has been 

carted off to Ireland to live with her dad, step 

mum and step sister. Will she give them a 

chance or will she be on 

the next flight home?  

I would recommend this 

book because it’s a very 

enjoyable, action-packed 

book. 

Emily Kidd 
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Sweet Honey by Cathy Cassidy 

 

Honey is going to live with her dad who 

lives in Australia. She is determined to make 

a fresh start and can’t wait. She is leaving 

Tanglewood behind her. 

When she met this boy at the beach and is 

talking to him online, her dad starts to break 

promises.  

Who can she trust now? 

Megan Anderson 
 

 

 

Geek Girl: Model Misfit by Holly Smale 

 

It’s about a girl called Harriet Manners who 

knows quite a lot of things but she doesn’t 

know anything about boys. She is on a 

modelling trip in Tokyo and she is thinking 

about what she wants to do in her life. 

Megan Anderson 
 

 

 

 

 

Megan likes to read in the garden ‘because in 

some of the books you feel like you are getting 

in to the story when you sit outside in the 

garden’. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Divergent and Insurgent 
by  

Veronica Roth 

 

These books left me sitting on the edge of my 

seat. They are exciting and moving.  

My favourite character was Four or Tobias. 

Lily Glendinning 
 

 

 

 

 
Lily Glendinning also read: Fear 

by Michael Grant and The 

Enemy by Charlie Higson. 
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Good books come in threes 
 

The WOOL trilogy by Hugh Howey 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A great series for young and old adults. A little sci-fi, a little true to life. 
 

The Hunger Games trilogy by Suzanne Collins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philip Pullman’s His Dark Materials trilogy 

 

 

the garden 
 

Books to read on a desert island  

- or in the garden 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teenage novels that are great for adults too. 

Interesting 

and funny 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Well-written. 

Set in Arran. 

Made me cry. 

Rochester – need 

I say more? 
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In my conservatory – 

there’s a lot of light 

and it has comfy sofas. 
(Sophie) 

 

I can really focus without any 

noisy distractions which means 

I have peace and quiet to sit 

back, relax, and enjoy the book. 
(Joshua) 

 

It’s quiet. 

(Natasha) 

It is comfy and it can help 

you fall asleep within 
minutes. (Emily) 

That’s a place where it’s 

quiet and it’s better reading 
when it’s silent. (Julia) 

In bed 

It helps with relaxing 

and falling asleep. 
(Charlotte) 

 

You can make a fort out of 

pillows and hide inside it with 

your books. (Kerry) You get peace 

and quiet. (Ellie) 

It is nice and quiet 

and helps you settle 

down after a long 

day.  (Hannah) You are truly in 

your comfort 
zone! (Shannon) 

In my parked car – usually 

nobody disturbs me there as I 

like to get lost in the 

characters and their story.  

Reading my Kindle in 

Muffin Break Carlisle comes a 

close second …but ALWAYS 
on my own. (Mrs A 

Chistyakova) 

On my trampoline, 

in my car and on my 

bed – they are very 

quiet and peaceful 
places. (Heather) 

 

In my car 
In my bedroom 

I like to read in bed. It is 

quiet and peaceful plus it’s 

comfy. (Lewis) 

In bed it is quiet and easy to 

focus on my book. (Calum) 

 
I can literally sit anywhere 

and get comfortable. I 

read in the car, garden, 

library, windowsill, park, 

beach, lake, wardrobe etc. 
(Rebekka) 

I like being alone 

when I’m reading a 

book. (Kayley) 

 


