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Welcome
to our new-look School Library Magazine.
In 2009 we launched our library magazine The
Magic Threshold.
This year we decided it was time for a change and
so we challenged pupils to come up with a new
name.
From the many names submitted, three were selected and the canvassing and voting process began.

The Blurb was a clear winner, drawing almost three times the votes of its rivals.
Next, we needed to promote our new brand and Blurbie, our mascot, was created by
S6 pupil, Pamela Dutch.
In January 2011, we ran a competition in which we asked pupils and staff to dress
Blurbie as a fictional character or to represent a book genre.
You can check out the winners on page 20.
Look out for more Blurbie drawings throughout the pages of the magazine. How
many can you find?
As you can see from our magazine, Annan Academy’s
library has a great deal to offer both pupils and staff.
You only have to log on to the library’s website
@ www.aalibrary.wordpress.com to see what a vital
role it plays, not only in supporting the curriculum and
promoting reading (both for pleasure and as a life skill),
but also in the way that the library actively encourages an
awareness of the world around us. A perfect example of
this, is the message of hope—in the form of dozens of
paper cranes—for the people of Japan that was created
and displayed in the library.

Finally, we would like to thank our sponsors for their support and hope that you enjoy
our magazine.

www.annanacademyenglishdepartment.wordpress.com

BOOK REVIEWS
Super Hero: Meet Captain Underpants.

4

Sport: Fact and Fiction.

5

Thrills and Spills: Including Books for Boys.

6/7

War

8/9

Issues: Books to make you think.

9

Harry Potter

10

Twilight

11

Fact-Packed: Did you know …?

16

Science Fiction

21, 24/25

Fantasy

22/23

Friends, Family and Relationships
Senior Fiction

25 –29
31/33

Scottish Writers

34

FEATURES
From Page to Screen: Recent releases on screen and on DVD.

PAGE
12

Sharing Books: Staff and pupils recommend good reads.
Books We’d Take to the Moon
Books make great gifts: Books to give to a friend

13
14/15
17

Short Stories: The two winning entries in our short story competition.
Competition Winners: Blurbie dressed as well-known fictional characters.
The Library for Seniors: Study Guides and help with Coursework.

18/19
20
30/31

Local History: Find out more about the area we live in.
Scottish Connections: Scots get everywhere.

32
33

Book Week: September 20-24 2010. A celebration of books and authors.

35

Summer Reading Challenge: Calling all P7 Pupils!

Back Page
3

“Dav Pilkey is a genius.”

by

Dav Pilkey

The Adventures of Captain
Underpants is about two boys
called George and Harold.
They make their own comics
and sell them in the play
ground. The principal, Mr
Krupp hated the boys.
One day the two boys put
soap in the band instruments
and it destroyed the football
game. Mr Krupp caught them
on camera and blackmailed
them to do what he wanted, so
the boys bought a hypno-ring
to hypnotise Mr Krupp and
turn him into Captain Underpants. He then goes to fight
crime.
He finds Dr Nappy who wants
to take over the world, destroys the machine and captures Dr Nappy. George and
Harold try to turn him back
into Mr Krupp by putting water on his head but now every
time someone snaps their fingers he turns back into Captain Underpants.
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By Connor Mitchell

The Captain Underpants books
– every word of them – are brilliant.
Two boys hypnotise their
principal, Mr Krupp, into thinking
he is a super hero with no powers until book three when he
drinks super power juice.
The best part is the fliporama which is in every book and
a really good part is at the start
of every book where they tell you
the story so far.
They have many strange
adventures like the one against
the talking toilets. They do a
comic in every book.
Before I finish, let me tell
you, don’t snap your fingers in
front of Mr Krupper, or you’ll be
sorry, and don’t pour water on
Captain Underpants’ head or
you’ll be even more sorry.
By Wills Stobbart

Captain Underpants is a really
funny book by Dav Pilkey.
The books are fun to read
with flip-o-ramas. It has reasonable writing size so anyone can
read it.
At the end of the first part of
this book, Mr Krupp and Melvin
have their brains swapped around.
In this book they have new
nicknames - Kruppy the kid and
Mr Melvin. There are three
booger-bots and Captain Underpants, George and Harold have to
stop them.
By Alex Burn

In Captain Underpants and
the attack of the Talking Toilets the school that George and
Harold go to is holding its annual
Science Fair with the winner being
principal for the day. Their principal, Mr Krupp, bans George and
Harold from the Fair because the
year before they stuck everybody
to their seats. George and Harold
don’t like this news and set out to
secretly ruin the Fair.
George and Harold go back
to school at night to sabotage the
other pupils only to find someone
in checking his invention which he
says turns things 3D but they
don’t believe him. They put a picture of a toilet in the invention
and lots of Talking Toilets come
out with the Turbo Toilet 2000.
The toilets swallow the teachers
whole but one of them snaps their
fingers and Mr Kruff turns into
Captain Underpants.
At this point George and
Harold find a picture of RoboPlunger and do the same to that
as they did to the toilets. The
Turbo Toilet eats Captain Underpants. As he goes back to Mr Kruff
if he touches water, the RoboPlunger destroys the Turbo Toilet
and it coughs up Mr Kruff. George
and Harold tell the Robo-Plunger
to tidy up the school and everything is back to normal.
George and Harold get to be
principals for the day and get
everyone to eat pizza and rip up
all their homework.
By
Matthew Bell
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Scotland may not have made it to the
World Cup Finals but we still enjoyed
the goals and the spectacle of World Cup
2010.
Winner of the Library competition to
identify famous footballers was Graeme
Urquhart, pictured here with his prize.

Kick Off

Match of the Day
Annual 2011
This book is about football and it shows you
how to do skills. It also
tells you about the latest signings, who is up
for ‘Player of the Year’,
and has news from
every club in the Premiership.

The story starts with two characters called Jamie Johnson and
Danny Birkby who both play
football for the same team,
Hawkstone.
Jamie is trying to be the best
football player in the school team
but the coach keeps on putting
him on the bench.
Dan Freedman was born in
London in 1977 and during
school and university he did
work experience at Arsenal FC
and Carlton TV.
Dan Freedman has also written other books such as Shoot to
Win, Golden Goal and Man of the
Match.
By Kyle Rennie

By Shaun Bell

Even Stevens
Michael Rosen
I chose this book
because I like the
author.
My
favourite
character was Zig
because he was
funny.
I would advise
you to read this
book, as it is funny
and a good book.
By
Kelsey Skilling
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As I saw the blood dripping off
him and the knife, I knew something was wrong.
What should we do?
Where will we go?
Should we run?

This book is about murder and
confusion. Three best friends go
into the night trying to be smart
with knives but the night turns
into disaster.
By Ebony Black

A brother and sister are sent
to spend summer in their uncle’s floating boat laboratory.
After a few days on the
boat they see gigantic sea
animals which are out to kill
them. They tell their uncle, Dr
Deep, but he doesn’t believe
them until he sees it for himself when Billy’s fish grow to a
gigantic size.
Sheena and Billy got kidnapped by Dr Ritter then Dr
Deep discovered that it was
Dr Ritter that was putting the
giant growth plankton in to
the sea beds. He had been
testing to see if it had worked
but did everything work out
for him?

This is a story about a greyhound who got adopted by a
boy named Michael and they
grow up together.
Then one day he got kidnapped and taken away to this
man’s house. The man trains
greyhounds but doesn’t really
care for them. All he cares
about is the money he wins.
The woman who lived with
this man had a daughter who
took in the greyhound and he
made friends with her other
greyhound.
One day the girl had had
enough of her mum’s boyfriend
and ran away with the greyhound.
When she was taken into
hospital, her mum gave the
dog away because they couldn’t keep him.
What I like most about the
book is the adventures the
dog has.
By Eden Collett

By Hannah Graham

Linda Strachan’s novel, Spider,
which is about a boy who goes
joy-riding with his mates with
disastrous consequences, was reviewed in The Magic Threshold
issue 2.
These are fantastic novels for
boys who do not normally like
to read.
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I think this book is really excellent.
It is about a ten year old boy and his
dad who are forced to move out of
their country because the army is
attacking their village. This story
will keep you up at night if you start
reading it and I would recommend
this book.

by Bradley Davidson
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Dear Michael Grant,
I am writing to you about your book, Gone. I don’t like very thick
books, therefore I wasn’t intending to read it but my teacher gave me
your book and said it was good.
When I read the blurb I thought it sounded quite good so I started to
read it. Straightaway I was hooked. I cannot wait to finish this book
and read Hunger, the next book in the series.
I liked the idea of all the children being left alone when all the adults
vanish into thin air. It is like a mystery book and that is the sort of book
I am interested in.
Normally I can’t be bothered to read a book because I would rather go
on a computer but I would recommend this book to a lot of people because I really liked it.
Yours sincerely,
Alex Burn

Love, Aubrey by Suzanne LaFleur
Aubrey is living on her own. Her mother has abandoned her and
left her to fend for herself. She spends her days watching TV and
eating crackers.
Then she receives messages from her gran who suspects something and soon finds out the truth.
Aubrey’s dad is dead and so is her sister, Savannah. Aubrey
travels to stay at her gran’s house in Vermont and that’s when she
meets Bridget who becomes her best friend.
By Sarah Crichton
This is a lovely book about a young girl coming to terms with her
own grief thanks to the love of her grandmother and a new friendship.
Dear Clive King,
I loved your book Stig of the Dump.
I especially liked it because you made it exciting and adventurous. I liked the
bit where Stig is in his cave and nearly drowns and saves Susan.
I also liked this book as it is not very long and gets straight to the point.
I like how lots of things happen and Stig is always in lots of trouble and is
always up to mischief.
I would recommend this book to anyone as it is the best book I have read and
about the only one.
Yours sincerely,
Kyle Rennie
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Great storyline and description.
Mrs Shearman—Bus. Studies
Later on in the book, Bruno gets curious
and wants to find out what it’s really like in
the concentration camp.
I think this book is really good, but
sad at the same time at the end.

A reminder of the cruelty in the
world and what it can do.
Mrs McEwen—Maths

If you like these books,
you might like to try:

By Alicia & Erin

Once
by

Morris
Gleitzman

The book is set in wartime in
Germany.
A boy called Bruno moves
to another house. His dad is
an important person in the war
with the concentration camps.
Bruno gets really bored and
goes exploring. On his walk he
finds a wire fence which he
looks through and sees a boy
in striped pyjamas on the other
side. This is Shmuel. They
start talking and become good
friends.
Shmuel is a Jew in a concentration camp. They are all
starving. Bruno takes him food,
but usually he eats it on the
8 way.

It is an emotional
roller coaster and
will have you in
tears at the end.
By Paul Quince
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Dear Mrs Jodi Picoult,
I have read My Sister’s Keeper and I thought it was one of the
best books I have ever read. I love the whole story and plot about how Kate has
APL and Anna doesn’t want to save her sister anymore. From the way you have
written the story, I can understand every character’s point of view about what is
best for Kate and Anna.
I like how you’ve told the story of three troubled teenagers who
want to have a happy life, as well as the depressed parents.
I can tell that Sara Fitzgerald, the mother, has her whole world
torn apart. She has got an 18 year-old son who is involved in drugs, alcohol and
crime, a 16 year-old girl who is fighting for her life and a 13 year-old who has just
told her parents she doesn’t want to help her sister live. Plus her marriage is on the
rocks.
My favourite character has just got to be Jesse. I think it’s really
good how you have made this boy someone who wants to do well in life but is being neglected and pushed away because of all the drama that’s going on with his
sisters. I wouldn’t like to be in Jesse’s shoes. It’s almost like he’s faded away over
the years.
I don’t know how you came up with the plot and the characters
but I’m glad you did! I guess it would be hard to develop Anna’s character. Anna
has all these emotions going on in her head and she can only turn to her sister.
The only part I didn’t like about the story was the ending, but at
the same time I did like it … I loved it even. When I first read the ending I was
thinking: “Oh, my gosh! Why did it have to end that way?” but after I had thought
about it, I realised it had to end like that or the story wouldn’t have ended as well as
it started.
I hope you write lots of other books as good as this one.
Yours sincerely,
Cara Smith
A book that everyone
should read to understand the philosophy and
way of life described. It’s
charming and inspiring.
Hilary Davis

Alex Malone
also
recommends:
My
Sister’s
Keeper.

The novel is deeply
moving. Faulks portrays the issues in a
sinister and dark
way.
Rebecca Dalgliesh

It is an emotional and eyeopening story.
Jennifer Hay
An amazing story that demonstrates how one bad decision can change your life
forever. Miss Lockhart
Unforgettable story, beautifully written. Mrs Shearman

It was a sad but
funny book
Dr Maxwell chose this
as one of the books
she’d take to the moon.

Zara Awde
9
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Harry Potter
and the Goblet
of Fire
This is a super book.

Emily would give a Harry
Potter book as a gift to a
friend because:

J.K. Rowling

It lets your imagination run wild and it is a
good read.

Harry is in his fourth year at
school after his battle with Dementors last year.
This year is the year of
the Triwizard Tournament so
pupils from two more schools
have come to Hogwarts to
compete. One sixth year from
every school gets to take part.
Their names are randomly
drawn out of the Goblet of
Fire. When the three champions are picked the Goblet of
Fire suddenly fires out another
name and that person’s name is
Harry Potter.
Harry didn’t put his name
in but he was still called forward and he was allowed to
compete.
He has to do a number of
gruelling tasks. In the final task
which is a maze, Harry gets to
the finish and is met by Lord
Voldemort and battles him.
Harry barely comes back alive
but he is still in one piece.

It acts as both a trigger of previous
‘episodes’ and a ‘finale’. The imperative is that you have to read all
of the other books in the series or
it doesn’t make sense.

By Lewis Knights

Mrs Naismith (EAL) also chose
The Deathly Hallows:

During Book Week 2010, members of staff were asked to ‘Be a
book’ for the week. Harry Potter
was represented by Mrs McEwan
(Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone), Miss Hutchison
(Harry Potter and the Chamber
of Secrets), and Mrs McKintosh –
pictured below - (Harry Potter
and the Prisoner of Azkaban).

Harry Potter has lots of fans in
Annan Academy. Our Rector, Mr
Davis, wanted to take the whole
series to the Moon, but, when
asked to choose just one, decided
on The Deathly Hallows:

It combines well-loved characters
with a great conclusion to an epic
tale. As a family we have loved
these stories and listened to them
on long car journeys.
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by

The ending of Harry Potter
and the Deathly Hallows is
especially good, as I have followed Harry and the other
characters from the first book
to this one, which is the last
instalment. It was good to
know how the characters
ended up.
I would recommend this
book, as it keeps you interested from start to finish and
is a really good read.
By Callum Taylor

Twilight

by Stephenie Meyer
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Stephenie
Meyer’s

Twilight is a tale about a feud between werewolves
and vampires. This book is a romantic fantasy. It has
three more sequels: ‘New Moon’, ‘Eclipse’ and
‘Breaking Dawn’.
Bella Swann meets a vampire called Edward Cullen
but she then meets a werewolf called Jacob Black.
She is torn between the love of her life and her best
friend. Who will she pick: the blood sucker or the dog?
Stephanie Meyer, aged 36, based the books on a
dream she had. She gave the character Bella Swann
that name because she was going to give the name to
her daughter but she unfortunately didn’t have one.
She did have three boys. Stephanie says “I’m always
amazed at how many in-depth questions my readers
have about my characters and the world within the
Twilight Saga.” I love that the Twilight Saga has fictional characters like the werewolf clan and the vampire clan.
In the book it says that Edward doesn’t turn into
ash when he is in the sunlight but he sparkles like his
skin is made of diamonds.
My favourite character out of the werewolf and the
vampire is the werewolf because he will keep you
warm if you’re cold.
I like Twilight because it is written by a great
author and in the movie it has really good actors. I like
the bit when James, one of the bad vampires, bites
Bella and Edward comes to save her. After that Victoria, James’ lover tries to kill Bella because Edward
killed her friend and she wants him to feel what she
felt.

By Nicole Dickie

The Short
Second Life
of
Bree Tanner
an Eclipse novella
The Short Second Life of Bree Tanner is about a
teenage girl called Bree who lives in Seattle.
Recently people in Seattle have been going
missing and Bree becomes one of them.
It turns out that all the people that have been
going missing have turned into vampires.
Bree is now a newborn vampire and is having difficulty controlling her new powers and
obeying her new rules such as not going out, and
controlling her thirst during the day. At night she
and her new family go out and feast. Bree has no
friends and is not happy until she meets Diego
who shows her a new way to live as a vampire.
This isn’t the end of it though. The newborns have to fight against another vampire
coven, the Cullens, in order to get their human,
Bella Swan, but will they win or will they lose?
You will have to read the book and find out.
I absolutely loved this book and I couldn’t
put it down. I liked the way you can read it from
a vampire’s point of view instead of from a human’s like in The Twilight Saga.
It was an amazing read. I recommend it to
anyone who loves The Twilight Saga.

By Fiona Tasker
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Percy Jackson
and the
Lightning Thief

How to Train Your Dragon
From the books by Cressida Cowell

Check out Rick Riordan’s
books in the library.

My family and I watched the DVD at Christmas
and loved it.
One of the first things we noticed, and liked,
is that the Vikings have Scottish accents. You’ll
recognise some of the actors whose voices you
hear. There’s Ashley Jensen as Phlegma the Fierce,
David Tennant of Dr Who fame who is Spitelout
and Gerard Butler provides the voice for Stoick the
Vast who is Hiccup’s father.
The story is set long ago up north on the Island of Berk. The village that the young Viking,
Hiccup, lives in is continually under attack from
dragons. Hiccup is clever and invents all kinds of
contraptions but his father, Stoick the Vast, who is
the leader of the village, won’t let him take part in
the fighting. He thinks Hiccup is too clumsy and
will get hurt or even killed. Hiccup sneaks out during a raid and using a weapon he has invented, he
brings down a mysterious Night Fury dragon. He
tracks the wounded dragon but instead of killing it
he sets about earning its trust and helping it to fly
again despite its injured wing.
The next part of the film follows Hiccup as he
spends part of his time training with the other children in the village as they learn to kill dragons, and
the rest of the time secretly making friends with the
dragon which he has called Toothless.
It turns out the villagers have misjudged the
dragons, but can Hiccup make them understand before it is too late for both Vikings and dragons?
I highly recommend both the film and the
books.
12

This is a fast-paced action-adventure with a bit of
Greek mythology thrown in. Percy (named after
Perseus, son of Zeus) is a demi-god. His real father
is Poseidon, God of the Sea.
At school he is always in trouble because he
has ADHD and is dyslexic because, unknown to
him, his brain is wired to read Ancient Greek and
he should be burning up his energy training to fight
monsters and go on quests.
The film and the books are packed with action and creatures from the Greek myths—all in a
modern setting.

Cirque du Freak:
The Vampire’s Assistant
If you are one of the many
fans of The Saga of Darren
Shan series by Darren Shan,
check out this DVD
Darren’s life will never be
the same after he and his
friend, Steve, visit the
Cirque du Freak.

The film, The Eagle, based on
Rosemary Sutcliff’s novel The
Eagle of the Ninth, is set in
Scotland.
The novel, The Eagle of the
Ninth, is highly recommended
by Mrs Turner.
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We asked members of staff at Annan Academy to choose 3 books to take to the moon. Those books which are in the school library
are featured on pages 14 and 15.
Below is a list of other books they recommended:
Mr Davis (Rector): The Shack by Wm Paul Young - A book that has had an incredibly profound effect on my own spirituality by throwing it
into chaos.
Mr Garden (English): Wonders of the Solar System by Brian Cox— On the Moon, I’ll have time to look at the stars and read about them.
Mr McMillan (I.C.T.): Perry’s Chemical Engineer’s Handbook— For practical use—to use science and engineering to improve conditions.
Mr Asher (R.E.): The Book of God by Walter Wangerin - It portrays major characters and themes from the Bible from a novelist point of
view rather than historical. I enjoy the contrast. Mission Earth by Ron L Hubbard—Taken as one novel, it would be the longest written in the
English language. I would have a lot of time to fill.
Mr McClune (Maths): Cosmos by Carl Sagan—Entertaining and educational. A much easier read than ‘A Brief History of Time’. Also, quite
appropriate for the moon. Stranger in a Strange Land by Robert Heinlein—A sci-fi classic by a truly great man. Taught me about prejudice
and preconceptions, as well as the value of work and reason
Mr Craw (P.E.): Stieg Larsson’s Millennium Trilogy— Exciting Reading
Miss Lockhart (English) Being Emily by Anne Donovan—I would take this to the Moon as it would remind me of the lives people are living
in the cities on Earth. The Lieutenant by Kate Grenville—I would take this book to the moon with me as it would remind me of times in the
past when humans made other amazing discoveries.
Mr Hoffman (ICT Network Administrator): The Clan of the Cave Bear by Jean M. Auel—An interesting historical novel. It challenges
our pre-conceived ideas about Neanderthals. Earth Abides by George R Stewart—Very thought-provoking post-apocalyptic science fiction
novel. Written in 1949—so very relevant today—a timeless classic
Mrs Paterson (H.E. Technician): The Tent, The Bucket and Me by Emma Kennedy—I received this book for Christmas last year. It
made me laugh out loud and lots. The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle—I loved this book as a child; my parents read it to me. I
bought it for my daughter and enjoyed reading it to her too.
Ms Beynon (Drama): The Vitner’s Luck by Elizabeth Knox—Who wouldn’t want to meet and fall in love with an angel?
Miss Russell (History): The Pianist by Wladyslaw Szpilman—The true story of a concert pianist, a Jewish Pole, and his struggle to survive the horrors of Nazi occupation. There are many books , biographies and films about the Holocaust which give a loud, clear message about
the dangers of prejudice and racism, but this one concludes that there is humanity in even the darkest corners and we should always have that
hope and that desire to push it through.
Ms Brown (English): Emily Bishop’s Complete Poems—Bishop sees the extraordinary in our everyday experience. She transforms the
mundane details of life into endless, thought-provoking possibilities.

On WORLD BOOK DAY Thursday March 3 2011, staff at Annan Academy were reading the following:
Mrs Chistyakova: The Boy with No Shoes by William Horwood
Mrs Gibbard: The Island by Victoria Hislop
Mrs C Johnston: I am Number Four by Pittacus Lore
Mr O’Halloran: El General En Su Laberinto by Gabriel Garcia Marquez
Miss Watson: Notes from a Small Island by Bill Bryson
Check out the graffiti wall in
the library.
It’s a great place to recommend your favourite book
from the library.
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A salutary lesson—
the way seemingly
good ideas go bad.
Ideology should not
be allowed more
importance than
common humanity
on the Moon.
Mrs Turner
School Librarian

Fruits
To remind me of the beauty and
wonder of our world.
Mrs Cummins (EAL)

This book takes Mr
Davis back to his
roots.

Fun to learn about the
history of science.
Dr Maxwell (Mod.
Studies)

Not about fruit but fun
fashion, Japanese street
fashion. The young
street fashionista make
me smile and remind me
of the uniqueness, creativity and energy of
youth.
Mrs Turner

The
Complete Works
of Chekhov
He is so clever,
and quietly,
very funny.
Ms Beynon

Helen Dunmore
is a favourite
author of Mr
Garden’s.
You’ll find her
Ingo series for
children in the
library.
You’d need vision to
survive on the moon.
Dr Maxwell

It’s beautiful.
Ms Beynon

14

A wonderful “feel
good” read about
humanity and nature.
Mrs Cummins

A great, funny satire
on politics and human nature. Still
relevant today though
it came out in 1726.
Mr Garden

Another salutary
lesson. Sad yet
thought-provoking.
Will some groups
claim the Moon is
theirs and exclude
others? Just how
will the Moon be
divided up?
Mrs Turner
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It’s a beautiful story, well-told and
a reminder of the agony of becoming a grown up and why it’s
important to keep a hold of your
‘inner child’! I also used to have
dreams when I was younger that I
could fly around my house when
everyone was asleep— at least I
think they were dreams. I do believe in fairies. I do, I do!
Miss Russell

Mr McMillan
is a fan of
S t e p h e n
King’s books.
You will find
The
Green
Mile and other
books by him
in the school
library.

A great survival
story. It shows
the power of
humans to cope
with extraordinary circumstances.
Mr Hoffman

Mr Kerr (Mod. Languages)

My favourite book
of all-time—by a
mile—not much
else to do on the
Moon.
Mrs Cummins
It’s my favourite
novel.
Mr Asher

Mr Kerr
recommends
Charles Dickens.

C.S. Lewis’s Chronicles of
Narnia.
During Book Week Mr Kerr
represented The Lion, the
Witch and the Wardrobe.

The sci-fi classic that
sparked my love for
the genre.
M rs
J o hnsto n
(English)

A great book on lots of levels.
Mrs Naismith

This is a good
reminder of the
danger and futility
of prejudice and
judgements and
encourages us to
try to understand
others before we
judge them.
Miss Russell

Brilliant, epic writing and
storytelling by a writer
who was beyond her
time. Dorothea Brooke
becomes a model of
wisdom, patience and
integrity. Eliot and her
protagonist are both
great heroes.
Ms Brown

I loved horses growing
up. I must have read
this book over and
over for a couple of
years.
Mrs Paterson

I’d take this book to cheer me
up.
Mrs McEwan
This is one of the few books I
have reread again and again. I
never get tired of the characters, the story and the pictures
painted by Jane Austen in her
writing.
Mrs Naismith
15
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Sherlock Holmes is the most frequently
recurring character on screen. He has
been portrayed by 81 actors in over 217
films.
The Twilight
Saga:
New
Moon took the
most money in
its opening day
in the USA —
$72.7 million
(£43.5 million).

This year’s edition of the Guinness
Book of World Records is ‘exploding
with thousands of new records’.
I find this book a brilliant read and
every time I flick through it, I discover new fascinating records.
By Finlay Laurie
The Simpsons is the longest-running sitcom and longest-running animation series.
The Big
Bouncy Book
of Bart Simpson
by
Matt Groenig
The book is
full of cartoons
about
Bart
Simpson. Some
are short and
some are long. Most star Bart as the
main character but others star
Homer. Bart takes different roles in
each cartoon, from being a spy to being a superhero.
You can find this book in the library
with other books starring Bart.
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By Ross Laurie

Harry Potter VI
had the highestgrossing worldwide
opening, taking in
$394 million (£241
million) up to the
end of its first domestic weekend in
July 2009.

The Dandy, published by DC Thomson of Dundee since 4 December
1937, is the longest running weekly
comic of all time.
I liked this book because it
has colourful pictures and
loads of facts about different animals. I would recommend this to everyone because it is a good book with
facts, diagrams and information about the animals.
Jak Graham

Train your brain to be
a genius
t’s about the brain and is
good for smart people.
Natalia Skowronska
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STAR WARS

The Death Note series is one you won’t want to put
down.
It’s got a lot of action and leaves you wondering what
happens next.

It’s exciting, with good characters
and colourful pages.

Josh

Terry

Ben also recommends the
Star Wars series.

“It’s AWESOME!”
William Johnstone

Eerie, stark and fantastic…
Gavin Murchie

Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens
It is a spellbinding book. It tells the story
of a boy’s life in the 19th Century. It has
lots of action and changes on each page.

“A fascnating tale
of horror and
suspense with a
true vampire not
one
of
those
sparkly ones from
Twilight.”

Why not fill out your
own label next time you
visit the library.

Duncan Scott

Aidan

17

In March we held our short story competition. The rules were simple - a book had to play an important part
in the plot. We’ve printed the two winning entries here for you to enjoy. Amber Harding of S1 won the
S1 - S2 age group and Katie Irving of S3 the S3 – S4 age group.
Runners-up prizes were awarded to Stefan Nicholson and Robbie Wilson

Night at the Library by Amber Harding
It was the end of school and I had to stay behind
in the library to sort books out on the shelf.
An hour later I was ready to go home. As
I was about to walk out I thought I heard someone run behind me but when I looked round no
one was there so I kept walking. My heart
pounded when I heard someone saying, “I am
Tracy Beaker.”

I started laughing because Tracy Beaker
is in a book, not in real life. Then I got scared but
I had the courage to look behind me. I screamed,
“Ahhh! You’re the cartoon Tracy Beaker!” I felt
I was going to cry because I thought if Tracy
Beaker is out of her book, what about the others?
There were books about zombies and spiders on
the shelves, too.
Before long, I saw all the characters come
out of their books. I saw Cleopatra and her army
come out of The History of Egypt and I saw Captain Underpants with George and Harold. It was
so magical.
I went up to Tracy and asked her, “ How
can all the characters in the books come out?”
She told me, “It’s Mrs Turner that makes
us come out alive.”
I just started laughing.
Tracy went on, “Mrs Turner is a character
out of a book and since she’s out of her book we
can all come out, but not in the morning because
there are too many people about then. When it’s
nighttime we come out of our books.”
“So what you’re saying is Mrs Turner is a
character?” I said.
“Yes,” said Tracy.
An hour later I had got to talk to Cleopatra who gave me her crown; then Gordon Ramsey, the book character, made me a cake. It was
nice and I promised to keep it a secret.
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When I was tired I wanted to go home so
I said goodbye to all the story characters. They
had an angry look on their faces and when I went
to open the door a cheetah went Whoosh!
Zoom! and closed the door. The cheetah
growled at me so I stepped back and said,
“What’s going on? I thought you were nice.”
“You’ve got it wrong,” said the characters.
“We want to stay in the books. When Mrs Turner
found out how to get out of her book she made
all of us come out. If we put a human in a book
with us then we never have to come out again.”
“It was fun at first but not anymore,” said
Cleopatra.
I ran for one of the doors. My heart was
pounding and it felt like I got shot. When I
looked behind me I bumped into Mrs Turner.
What was she doing here?
“Well?” I said.
“Well what?” said Mrs Turner.
“You’re a book character, aren’t you?” I
said.
“Yes, I am and I know a way to get you
away from these characters, ok?” Mrs Turner
said.
Mrs Turner and I hid in the rector’s office
and she told me the only way for the characters
to stay in their books was for her to go back to
her book.
We went back to the library and saw they
were all fast asleep and snoring loudly. Mrs
Turner and I tiptoed around looking for the book
she came from. There was a gigantic hole in the
book and she told me that’s how she got out.
Mrs Turner took off her necklace and put it in the
hole.
With a flash of light she was gone and all
the other characters disappeared too.
When I looked at the cover of Mrs
Turner’s book, the picture of her winked at me. I
said “Bye” then left the school, wondering what
it’s like being in a book.

Better to be a Nobody by Katie Irving
I was woken up by the alarm buzzing in
my ear. One eye darted open, then the
other. I flung myself out of the bed and
staggered to the bathroom. I felt like a
zombie. I knew staying up late was a
mistake. I flushed my face with ice-cold water to
help wake me, but that and the coffee didn’t help so
I retired back to bed and decided not to go to
school.
I was sort of relieved my mum let me skip a
day as I didn’t have any friends and resented every
day of high school.
Having dozed off, I woke up to find a note
stuck to my face. It read: “Went to the bar, be home
in the morning.”
I knew I’d have no dinner so I decided to
head to the local café. I slipped on some loose jeans
and an oversized, stretched hoodie that belonged to
my ex.
While I was sitting in the café eating my
usual bacon roll and a coffee, I saw an old lady sitting in the corner. She looked strange. She wore an
old ragged shawl and a black net over her face and
carried lots of books so I assumed she was a professor of some sort. I watched her carefully as she
stood up to leave and she, in turn, looked me up and
down as if to examine me.
After she had left the café I noticed there
was one book left on her table, so I picked it up and
opened it. To my surprise it was blank. Every page
was clear and crisp except for the front page where,
in bold writing, it stated: ‘Everything you write
shall come true.’
I laughed at the thought of all my wildest
dreams coming to life because of a silly old diary.
Nevertheless I decided to keep it and use it.
That night, as I was lying in bed, struggling
to sleep, I found myself drawn to the diary so I
opened it and began to write my wishes, even
though I knew they wouldn’t come true. I just did it
for fun. I wished that I was blonde like all the pretty
girls in my school, unlike me with my mucky brown
hair and its knotted curls.
Next morning I woke up early for once. I
dragged myself to the bathroom and rinsed my face
with cold water following my normal daily routine.
As I patted my face dry, I looked in the mirror at
myself and I screamed in shock: my hair was
blonde! I tried to remember the night before; maybe
I had dyed my hair and forgotten about it? In a
panic I ran to the diary to scribble out
what I had written, but my writing had
disappeared. It was then I realised I
could have anything and anyone I
wanted.

I thought about it for a while
wondering if I was just being selfish,
then a streak of power consumed me
and I began to write.
The first thing I wanted was to be the most
popular girl in the school and to have Drew as my
boyfriend. He was the quarterback of the football
team and the most-wanted boy at my school. I decided I would take the role of head cheerleader and
get rid of Connie, Drew’s girlfriend.
When I got to school, everyone rushed to
the gates to greet me. I was overwhelmed then everyone turned and begun to separate. I panicked and
thought something had gone wrong. Drew walked
up to me and flung his arm around my waist and it
was as if the whole school unfroze and everyone
darted to class.
Once I got in from school I flung myself on
the couch and turned on the T.V. The news was on.
There was a report about a missing girl named Connie Simpson. A shiver passed down my spine at the
thought that I had caused this, but the smile on my
face didn’t disappear as now I had everything I
wanted.
The diary was turning me into something I
didn’t want to become, but I couldn’t control myself. I had to have everything. I wished for everyone to love and worship me, and for all the boys to
want me. I didn’t think there would be any consequences…
One night after being out, I decided to take a
short-cut through a dark alley. I knew I couldn’t
possibly get hurt because everyone loved me. I
heard footsteps following me. I stopped and stared
into the shadows where I saw a figure. A sigh of
relief swept over me, as it was only Kyle from
school. He grabbed my arm and forced me against
the wall, trying to kiss me. I pulled away but he
persisted. I struggled and ran free only for him to
follow me home.
I rushed in crying, but my mum wasn’t
home so I locked all the doors and windows. I
jumped into my pyjamas and settled down on the
couch with my laptop. I checked my emails. I had
107 unread mails. That was odd. I opened them one
by one; they were all from boys at school. Some
were death threats because they were ‘in love’ with
me but I didn’t know they existed.
It was then that I wished I was a nobody
again. I had got so caught up in wanting everyone
to love me that I didn’t realise that it would backfire.
I wrote in my diary, “I wish I was nobody.”
So there it happened. I was nobody.
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It was like I never existed…

www.aalibrary.wordpress.com

SHREK

ROBIN HOOD

LILITH from Double Trouble

We had lots of fantastic entries in our
‘Dress Blurbie as a
Fictional Character’ competition.
Here are the first
prize winners for
each age category.
However,
there
were so many excellent drawings,
we awarded others
a Silver Star—
Special Mention.

S1
Cameron Martin

S2
Hope Glendinning

S3/4
Megan Kenny

Which is your favourite?

YEAR GROUP WINNERS
PUSS IN BOOTS

BATMAN

The Secret Garden
by
Morgan
Devil Remix
by
Chloe, Kara, Teri
& Paige

S5
Ola Lipowska
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Buzz by Harriet

S6
Mandip Johal

Superhero by Joshua

Yuki Cross by Shona

Silver
Award
Winners

Harry Potter by Sarah & Nikita
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Hunger Games is filled with suspense.
It is one of my favourite books.
The Hunger Games
by Suzanne Collins.

Cameron Edgar

This book is about a reality TV show in the near future
where 12 boys and 12 girls are forced to appear in a live
event called The Hunger Games.
There is only one rule: kill or be killed.
When sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen steps forward in
place of her sister, she sees it as a death sentence. But she
has been close to death before: survival is second nature to
her.
I recommend this book to everyone. It is a brilliant book
with lots of action, drama, suspense and romance.
I would give this book 10 out of 10.

Katniss

Dear Suzanne Collins,
I’m writing to tell you how much I loved your book, The Hunger Games.
I liked how you made the book gory but it also had a twist of romance and friendship. I enjoyed how you
write it as if I was in Katniss’ head and I knew what she was thinking although she wasn’t actually saying
what she wanted to say.
My favourite character was Rue because you described her as a small, young, agile, smart and sweet girl
and I liked how she was compared to Prim. I felt protective over Prim even though she is just a made-up
character in a book. I also enjoyed how she had a strong connection with Katniss. Reading about her
made me feel at ease and worried at the same time.
I liked Katniss because she was different and hard to figure out. She was confused about her feelings for
Peeta especially when he admitted that he loved her on live television. I liked how you made Peeta go
from the bad guy who allied with the upper district people who were bigger and stronger to the romantic
loving boy who risked his life to save the girl that he loved.
My favourite part of the book was when they did the parade in the Capitol because I related with it as it
was about fashion and beauty.
My least favourite part was when Rue died because she was my favourite
character and she died a horrible, gruesome death. I cried at this part. I loved
how Katniss sang to Rue as she drifted away and covered her in flowers to
rebel against the Capitol.
I didn’t like how Haymitch was always drunk and grouchy. It was a bit of a
disappointment when he was Katniss and Peeta’s mentor during the games.
It was nice when he told them he would try to sober up and try to help them
win the games. He was the only winner of the games that came from District
12.
I loved the ending …
Yours sincerely,
Bethany Walby
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By the author of the
Percy Jackson books,
comes a new series.
‘Percy Jackson fought
Greek Gods. Now the
Gods of Egypt are waking
in
the
modern
world…’

The Thief-Taker's
Apprentice
by
Stephen Deas
I found this book highly enjoyable and
gripping. It is clearly intended as a fantasy novel and has strong, consistent
characters and plot throughout.
The book is targeted towards 13 –18
year-olds but there is no reason for
other avid readers not to enjoy it. The
setting is possibly in the 1100s
(although my history is awful so do not
hold me to that), and, though not completely accurate, it is possible that some
of the events depicted in the book did
actually take place.
The characters appear to be well
thought out and the setting is well described. The descriptions even make
you feel like you are the main character, or travelling with him.
As the title suggests the main character is the apprentice of a thief-taker. No
prizes for guessing what that job entails.
The ending of the novel is somewhat
disappointing as it kind of leaves the
reader hanging, but then if we were just
given all of the answers we would not
buy the inevitable sequel. Despite the
cliffhanger ending, the book is well
written and leaves the reader wanting
more.
4/5 stars – A good read but there are
others that I would reach for first.
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Skulduggery Pleasant:
The Faceless Ones
by Derek Landy

The Red Pyramid is about
Sadie and Carter Kane.
Carter and Sadie travel to
Egypt trying to stop Set,
the Egyptian God of
Chaos. This book is also
about Egyptian culture
and beliefs. Sadie and
Carter both have a god inside them so they are
called hosts. Carters hosts
Horus and Sadie hosts
Isis.
This book is really good .
By Jacob Golding

This book features a skeleton
investigator called Skulduggery
Pleasant and his apprentice, a 14
year-old girl named Valkyrie.
They are on a mission to investigate several murders.
I really enjoyed this book and
I will read more of Derek
Landy’s books in the future.
By Mollie Woodman

Paul says

Lord Loss
by
Darren Shan is

The Hobbit

“Awesome!”

by
JRR Tolkien
The film’s out next year and I
wanted to read the book first.
By Evan Keir
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Never Bite a Boy on
the First Date

Shane Graham
Top Borrower of the Year
Witch and Wizard is
about a brother and
sister
called
Whit
and
Wisty
who
are
taken
away
in
the
middle of the night
and are arrested by
the New Order (N.O.).
They are accused of
being a witch and a
wizard and it turns
out they are.
Whit
and
Wisty
are
now
trying
to
learn
how
to
use
their new-found powers, to escape prison
and to overrule The
One Who Is The One.
I
thought
that
Witch and Wizard was
an amazing book. It
keeps you interested
until the end.
When I finished
it I went straight to
the shops to buy the
next one.
I recently
finished the sequel
and now I cannot wait
until the next book.
It is an amazing
series and I’d definitely recommend it
to anyone.
By Fiona Tasker

On one side there are outcast
kids, on the other there’s a murderous leader trying to take over
the world. There are only two
things stopping The One (the
leader). The first is a witch who
bursts into flames when she gets
angry. The second is a wizard
who can see the future.
Who will win? Read the book
to find out.
I would recommend this
book to everyone aged 9-13.
James Patterson has done a
great job with this book.

When Kira’s
boyfriend,
Zach, finds out she is a vampire he wants her to make
him one, so he goes home
and cuts himself to write
her a letter in blood. He
then calls her to come over.
He was losing too much
blood so she had to turn
him.
Once he had turned in to a
vampire they had to move
schools because everyone
knew he had died.
At their new school there
is a murder by a vampire.
Kira’s parents think it was
her so Kira goes out on a
mission to find the vampire
responsible. She dates the
three boys that she thinks
might be the murderer.
Dating three cute boys
may be fun, but which one
is the murdering vampire?
And what if he’s the boy
she’s falling for…?
By Tyne Barton

This is the first in a series of
books about pixies and wereanimals (like werewolves but
with a variety of species). The
book is really easy to read and
keeps the reader captivated. It is a
great combination of reality and
fantasy rolled into one. My only
complaint is the wait for the next
book in the series to be released. I
am impatient.
By Sarah Edwards
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I’d take this book to the moon
because:
It was the only book I had to
read at school which I enjoyed.
It was very topical at the time—
in the 1980s.
Mr McClune

David recommends the Jimmy
Coates series by Joe Craig.
It is about a boy who is only 38%
human and was built to be a killer
when he turned 18.

When Tom wakes up in hospital,
he realises something: he can now
do more than any human can do.
Like a superhero, he can stop
practically anything. All this
power is thanks to an i-Phone that
fell from the thirtieth floor of his
tower block. The i-Phone shattered
his skull and gave him superpowers.
When trouble starts on his
estate, he knows he must do something about it…
By Lauren Jardine
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Z for Zachariah is a great book
and if you haven’t read it yet you
should start reading now.
The main character is a young
girl named Ann Burden. She is the
only one left from her valley after
her family left; she never saw
them again. She believes that she
is the only one left after her entire
country is wiped out by a nuclear
war, until a strange man arrives in
her valley. Her initial joy of seeing
another person soon turns to fear
and an instinct to survive, but will
he find her and can she trust him?
When you are reading it, it has
a real sense of reality to it and it
really makes you think “What if I
were the only one left in the
world?”
With a totally shocking and
unexpected ending, this is a great
book you don’t want to miss out
on.
By Louise Adamson

This is by far the best book I have
read yet. It is a totally absorbing
and gripping book.
It is about Big Brother watching
you, thought police, spies and the
Party who rule everything; not
even your thoughts are secret.
This book seems like it is
modern in its ideas, even though it
was first published in 1949, and it
shows real fear and emotion in the
characters.
Although it can be tough in
some places it is a great book if
you are looking for a challenge.
By Louise Adamson
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This book has twists and
turns in it with a surprise in
store. It also has a love story
in it but that doesn’t take over
the main storyline.
I think this book is a brilliant
novel, It’s a book where the
teens have to survive and it
has a great climax.
I recommend this book for
ten to sixteen year olds.
5 stars for this book!

The Medusa
Project- The Set Up
The first book in “The Medusa
Project” series, is about four
teenagers with everyday worries
and problems. What they don’t
know is that when they were babies a scientist called William
Fox implanted the Medusa gene
in them. This gives them psychic
powers based around their personality. Now they’re fourteen
years old and their powers are
about to come.
Nico, who is desperate to win
Ketty, the girl of his dreams,
thinks when Jack Linden contacts him and begins to train
him, that his telekinetic skills will
bring him fame and fortune, but
he is wrong.
Dylan is William Fox’s daughter. She is beautiful. She can
stop herself from harm. Over
from the States, she grew up
with her Auntie’s family.

Want to know about the
other two teenagers? Well
you’ll have to read the
book.

The One and Only
I love this exciting book about
Luke and Eve. They are a perfect couple until Eve’s dad
takes her away. Until Eve gets
back, Luke is really sad. Will
she get back?
I would recommend this book
to ages 11+ to go on this hairraising adventure. I would
give this book five stars. I am
dying to read the rest of the
set.

I can’t wait to read the next
one.

By Kara Newlands

Sophie McKenzie’s books
include:
Girl, Missing, Six Steps to a
Girl, Blood Ties, Three's a
Crowd, The Fix, The One,
Only Train Time to the
Blitz Blood Ransom, and
the Medusa Project series.

In Three’s a Crowd
Luke and Eve were
heading off on their
first holiday together,
but they had to stay
with Eve’s dad who
treats her like she is a
little girl. Eve’s dad
has made it clear that
he doesn’t want any
boy near his daughter.
Soon Luke and Eve
were spending more
time apart than together…
By Danielle Grierson
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Meg Cabot’s
How to be Popular

Dear Meg Cabot,
I like how you start off The Princess Diaries by having her as a
regular girl who lives in Manhattan then her dad flies from Genovia
to Manhattan to tell Amelia (Mia) that she is the heir to the throne
of Genovia.
Mia reacts as most girls her age would – she flips out – but I think a
part of her is actually a bit happy that she is the heir to the throne.
Something else I like about these books is that they are written like
a diary. I like this because she describes how her life is and you can
see how she is feeling in all the situations she finds herself in.
The only thing I dislike is that her Maths teacher goes out with her
mum because that is just something that doesn’t normally happen so
it is a bit strange.

Recommended by
Emily Woodhouse
It is a good book and
especially suited for
girls and can be funny at
times.

Recommended by
Abbie Tinning

Apart from that the books are really good and I can’t wait to finish
all of them. I would definitely recommend them to other people to
read.
Thank you for reading my letter.
Yours sincerely,
Joanne Sherry
This is one of the best books I have ever read.
Shiraz Baily Wood is having a dreadful time
between boys, love and education. Working at
Mr Yolk’s is not the most attractive of jobs but
Shiraz has got no choice but to pay her way
while she lives under her parents’ roof.
Masimo, is the hot new boy in town, and
Shiraz is in love. It is concert night and with
boy entrancers on, Jaz and Shiraz are ready to
find themselves a honey.
Love can change everything in a girl’s life
but Shiraz finds herself in the right place at the
wrong time.
Samantha Wilson

‘Luuurve is a many trousered thing
…’
by

Louise Rennison
My friend really likes funny books and whenever I see her she is reading a book by Louise
Rennison
26

By Sasha Creighton
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Someone like You
Vicky and Jade were best
friends. When they were on
their way home from school,
they weren’t in the best of
moods. Vicky was being
Vicky – annoying and silly –
when it happened.
The squeal of brakes, the
never-ending scream, all the
questions and the ambulance’s siren!
What happened to Vicky?
I loved this book. It
grabbed me and pulled me
in.
It’s another great read by
Jacqueline Wilson.
I hope you like it too.
By Niamh Dobie

A great book. It’s so funny.
Ellie Pagan

A really good book about a
girl who has to grow up too
quickly.

Morgan Johnston

by
Sarah Dessen
Sarah Dessen is an American
writer. She was born on the 6th of
June 1970. She moved away with
her family to North Carolina. She
has written lots of books like ‘Last
Chance’, ‘Lock and Key’, ‘That
Summer’, ‘This Lullaby’ and
‘Truth about Forever’
This book is about two best
friends, Scarlet and Halley. Halley
goes to summer camp, but she gets
a phone call from Scarlet saying
that Scarlet’s boyfriend had been
killed in a motorbike accident.
Halley gets her mum to come and
get her. A bit later, Scarlet finds
out she’s pregnant. She calls the
baby Grace after her Granny and
her middle name is Halley.
I think this book is really good.
It’s very exciting that there is a
movie out. I really want to see it
because it looks really good.
By Erin and Alicia

My Sister, Jodie

It is a really good story about
a real life family.
Amelia Johnston
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Cherry Costello’s world is
turned upside down when she is
moved to the other end of the
country to start a new life with
her dad’s fiancée and her four
new sisters.
Everything seems to be going
well and she begins to think that
a new start is maybe for the best.
Then she falls for Shay Fletcher,
a boy who she knows belongs to
someone else – her new older
sister, Honey.
Lies, secrets and forbidden
love begin to tear their newfound family and friendships
apart.
This is the first exciting novel
in a new series, ‘The Chocolate
Box Girls’ by Cathy Cassidy.
By Amy Mellor

Ginger Snap is about a girl with a
name to match her auburn hair.
Ginger has been bullied through
all of her primary school life. Now
she is moving to Kinnerton High,
she has a chance to re-invent herself.
Then she meets Sam, a boy with
cool hats and a saxophone, and
helps Emily, whose friend has
moved away, and everything goes
pear-shaped.
I like this book because it expresses the dilemmas of real life
and moving on. It really shows the
struggle between popularity and
true friends.
By Leanne Wilson

Dear Cathy Cassidy
I enjoyed your book Driftwood because of how you made it feel
realistic by having Joey be rebellious by making her not obey the
school dress code and I like how you decided to make Paul turn up
to make things more complicated.
I didn’t like the ending much because it felt there should have been
more than there was. Also, I think Paul should not have got bullied,
as there didn’t seem to be any reason for him to be bullied.
I liked your book so much I read it twice. It is one of my favourite
books so far and I hope you keep writing books that are as good as
this.
Yours sincerely,
Erin Retson
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Indigo Blue is about a girl called
Indigo whose mum leaves her step
dad because he hits her. Everything changes for Indigo as she
has to move house far away from
her school and her best friend, Jo,
thinks that she keeps secrets from
her.
The book starts with Indigo’s
mum leaving her boyfriend, Max,
and she tells Indigo to wait for her
after school. They walk for ages to
a new house and her mum tells her
that they will be living in the
basement as the house has apartments. Her best friend keeps asking her questions but Indigo just
tells her that she’s moving house.
Near the end, Indigo’s mum
falls for Max again but he beats
her up making her go to hospital.
Indigo and her sister, Misty, end
up going to their Gran’s who lives
in Wales.
I think the book is really good
because I couldn’t stop reading it. I
think the book is aimed at 9 to 13
year olds that like reading books
that involve lives that seem real. I
would recommend reading it because it isn’t too long to read and
you can get addicted to it.
So why don’t you pick it up
and find out what happens to Indigo when her life is turned upside
down…

By Erin Retson
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Molly  :
Angus, Thongs and Full
Frontal Snogging
“It is a good girly read and
really makes you laugh .”

Angus, Thongs and Full
Frontal Snogging written
by Louise Rennison is a story
about a girl called Georgia
Nicolson and her best friend,
Jas, and the rest of the ACE
Gang.
In this book Louise
Rennison tries to show us the
troubles of teenage life and
how it can be a very difficult
time for girls. The story leads
you through the life of the girls
and their boy troubles.
Georgia lives in England with her mother, father,
little sister, Libby, and their
half Scottish wildcat, Angus.
Georgia and Jas meet
two boys who have just moved
to their school from London
and set their minds on trying
to start a relationship with
them. Jas has set her mind on
the brother, Tom, and Georgia
has her eye on Robbie. The
only thing in the way is
Lindsey who goes out with
Robbie so the ACE gang decide
to try and split them up by
showing Robbie how much
better Georgia is for him.

Meanwhile Jas has just
been asked out by Tom and
has agreed to go out with him.
Jas goes out with him and has
a great time. The next step is
to get rid of Lindsey so that
Georgia can go out with Robbie.
Step 1 - Georgia tries to
make Robbie think that she is
not interested by going out
with Robbie’s best friend,
Dave, making Robbie jealous.
Step 2 - Show Robbie
how fun and cool she is by going swimming with Robbie,
Tom, Jas and her little sister,
Libby.
Step 3 - Get Robbie to
go to her birthday party. At the
party Robbie sees how great
she is and they end up going
out. At the end of the book it
turns out that she gets everything she wanted.
This story is very funny
and great for young women.
We really enjoyed reading this book and would recommend it to all our friends.
By Sarah and Alex

Can’t Buy Me Love
by

Robyn Turner
It’s about love and love is
awesome.
Agnieska Grebianiak

Olivia Brookfield says:
This book is different and
interesting and girls will
like it.
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SENIOR STUDY

by

Jennifer
Hay

www.aalibrary.wordpress.com
The majority of senior pupils go to the library because it is a quiet place to do work, to borrow a fiction
book and to use or borrow a book to help with an essay. But there is a lot more than this in the library, especially for Seniors.
For help with class work, the library provides a
wide range of books for specific subjects.
The Bitesize Revision books are clearly laid
out and the course notes are explained in a way
that is easy to understand. Each book gives you
lots of exam questions to practise, with model
answers to refer to.
They are really useful when it comes time
for revision.

Another useful series is the How to Pass
guides, which take you step-by-step through
every part of the course. Each book explains all
of the learning points in a simple way and gives
great tips and hints. These books, as most people
that have sat any Higher/Intermediate exam will
tell you, are an invaluable revision tool.
The practical exercises really help secure
and enhance your knowledge of any course
you are studying.

Check out the 16 + section on the library blog
@
www.aalibrary. wordpress.com
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The library carries a large collection of Essential Articles containing thousands of articles from a wide
variety of newspapers, magazines and online journals
- great background reading for discursive essays!
With these articles, which are easy to understand
and navigate, you can easily find the relevant information.
They are up-to-date, attractively designed, and
easy to read so there is no trouble weeding out all
the unnecessary bits.

The library also subscribes to BBC Focus science magazine, which is really easy to understand
because, unlike most science and technology magazines, it is jargon free. With articles on everything
from astronomy to archaeology and useful reviews
of games and gadgets, it is a very helpful tool. Not
only will the magazine help further your knowledge
of science, you will also learn some fun facts and
can admire the stunning photography in the magazine.

Magazines such as Geographical and SEPA View
(Scottish Environment Protection Agency) are ideal
if you are at all interested in Geography or Biology.

READING FOR SENIORS
www.annanacademyenglishdepartment.wordpress.com
While browsing the library, I recently came across
Richard Dawkin’s The God Delusion which I
found absolutely fascinating and food for thought.
It will definitely help me in my current course of
Religious Moral and Philosophical Studies but it is
also great to learn about the atheist view of religion.

Also, Alexander Waugh’s God makes for interesting reading; it was very well phrased and simpler
than Dawkin’s style.

I have found a wide variety of fact and fiction
books which are good to expand your reading generally and to perhaps get a head start on a university
reading list.
By Jennifer Hay

The God Delusion
by
Richard Dawkins
The God Delusion is a great book to read if you are
at all interested in the debate of God v Science
with this book firmly taking the side of science.
Richard Dawkins is very thorough and leaves no
stone unturned in his quest to prove that God is,
in fact, a delusion. He argues many interesting
points with a fierce conviction of their truth.
Even for those who know very little about religion when they start the book, it is easy to follow
and understand.
Dawkins deals with the issues of religion with
brutal honesty. Even though he claims to be fair
and to ‘cause no offence’, Dawkins has admitted
to receiving death threats after The God Delusion
sparked outrage among many religious groups. It
is easy to see why, as Dawkins mercilessly blows
their delusion of God clean out of the Holy water.

Of course, as a senior pupil, you will also find a
wide array of fiction to make you think.
In Noughts and Crosses, Malorie Blackman
tackles a number of difficult themes including racial discrimination and the idea that one man’s freedom fighter is another man’s terrorist.

Noughts and Crosses is set in a world much like
our own except in this book black people overrule
the white people.
It explores the difference between two teenagers
who have different lifestyles because of their skin
colour.
This book is well worth reading and I would
recommend it to anyone who wants to read a medium-sized book and be sucked into the story.
By Stevie Hall
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The Local Studies section is packed full with
memories of local history from heartbreaking tales
of suffering during the wars to the history of the
Riding of the Marches.
Looking back into Annan and the surrounding
area’s past, you can unearth some amazing discoveries. For example, did you know that in 1547 the
town was burned down by an English army? The
townsfolk had to take refuge in their church, which
they had fortified after Annan’s castle had been destroyed in a previous raid.
And do you know the scandal of the Bluebell
Inn, which is still standing today? One of its first
landlords, Isaac Hope, a local magistrate, was heavily involved in Annan’s irregular marriage business.
He provided eloping couples with accommodation,
marriage certificates and an introduction to the parish minister; all for a small fee, of course.
To really get a feel of what Annan’s history
was like you can also browse the great collection of
pictures and photographs, ranging from the election
day in the 1800’s to the school’s snow days that
closed the school and delighted both pupils and
staff of the time, including the Library’s very own
Mrs Turner. Or perhaps you could check out the
large selection of local maps available, going as far
back as 1654. These can give you a good idea of
how the layout of past and present Annan differ.
There’s an account of witchcraft in SouthWest Scotland and information about famous locals
such as Thomas Carlyle and Edward Irving.

Thomas Carlyle, the
Victorian writer and
philosopher, was born
in Ecclefechan in Scotland, in 1795. He was
educated at the village
school, Annan Academy and Edinburgh
University, where he
studied arts and mathematics.
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The town’s connection with Robert Burns is documented too and the book The Solway Smugglers
by Gordon Irving is especially interesting. Robert
Burns, our national poet, was, for a time, an exciseman (nowadays called customs and excise men)
and was on duty at times at Waterfoot at the mouth
of the river Annan. He is said to have described it
as a desolate place. You are sure to unearth some
fascinating facts in the library’s Local Studies section
NB There’s a commemorative cairn to Burns at
Waterfoot. On it a plaque shows the miles to various far flung places in the world from where goods
and contraband entered Annan.
By Jennifer Hay

The Burns Cairn, erected by Annan's Solway
Burns Club, commemorates the fact that Robert
Burns as an exciseman patrolled the shore here.

www.annanacademyenglishdepartment.wordpress.com

In the film Angels and Demons Ewan McGregor plays the part of Camerlengo Patrick McKenna.
Ewan Gordon McGregor was born on the 31 March 1971 in Crieff,
Scotland. At 16, he left Crieff and Morrison Academy to join the Perth
Repertory Theatre. His parents encouraged him to leave school and pursue
his acting goals rather than be unhappy.
He studied drama for a year at Kirkcaldy in Fife, then enrolled at London's Guildhall School of Music and Drama for a three-year course.

Angels and Demons
Vittoria and her father Leonardo
Vetra have created anti-matter in
their lab at CERN which has been
stolen by a mysterious stranger.
Robert Langdon is called to CERN
to help solve the problem. Langdon and Vittoria are then called to
the Vatican to begin their search
for the anti-matter. The catch? The
anti-matter is held in a canister
with a timer set to 24 hours. With
the anti-matter believed to be in
the hands of the Illuminati, will they
be able to hunt it down before time
runs out and the canister explodes
and obliterates Vatican City and
the Catholic leaders who have
gathered to elect a new pope?
Angels and Demons is a
very fast paced book which will
keep you on the edge of your
seat with suspense. As you follow Robert Langdon through his
adventures you really begin to
care for him and want him to
succeed, The mix of religious
and historical elements add a
unique twist to the mystery and
it is very interesting to learn
about them. Even with so much
history packed into its pages, it
isn’t too complicated to follow.
A brilliant book and well
worth a read.
By Bethany Hay

The Da Vinci Code
The elderly curator of the Louvre
museum has been brutally murdered and Robert Langdon has
been called in to assist the investigation. He and Sophie Neveu have
to follow a trail of clues, codes and
riddles that are unearthed after the
curator’s death, or the secret of the
Holy Grail will be lost forever.
Your first impression when
thinking about reading The Da
Vinci Code might be that it is too
difficult to read. I thought this at
first but as soon I started I
quickly realised I was wrong. Although it is quite a long book,
and has a lot of facts in it, it is
very good. Each chapter makes
you wonder what will happen
next.
Not only is it a good book to
read, it is also very interesting
and you will find out a lot about
the painter Leonardo Da Vinci
and his artwork.
By Mandip Johal

Rosslyn Chapel, is a 15thcentury church in the village of
Roslin, seven miles from Edinburgh. The chapel is famous
both for its decorative art and its
mysterious associations with the
Knights Templar, the Holy
Grail, and the Freemasons.
Rosslyn Chapel's mysteries
played a significant role in Dan
Brown's 2003 novel The Da
Vinci Code. Since then, the
number of visitors to Rosslyn
Chapel has risen by 56% and the
chapel is now one of the most
popular tourist destinations in
Scotland.
Part of the filming of The
Da Vinci Code movie based on
the book took place at Rosslyn
Chapel in August 2005.

Front entrance to Rosslyn
Chapel. Photo Declan
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SCOTTISH WRITERS
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The 2011 Royal Mail Book Award. The shortlist for the Older
Readers 12 –16 Category: Crossing the Line by Gillian Philip, The
Witching Hour by Elizabeth Laird and the eventual winner, Grass by
Cathy MacPhail.
Pupils from the Academy took part in the voting for the Older Readers
Category. This meant reading all three books and choosing their favourite. Cameron Edgar is pictured here holding the certificate
awarded to the pupils for their role in judging the award.

WINNER of the Older
Readers 12-16 Category
2011

Grass is about a boy called Leo who
finds himself in the wrong place at
the wrong time.
As a witness to a murder, he
finds himself having to make a series
of very difficult decisions in order to
keep himself, his family and his best
friend, Sean, safe from the gangs that
run the town.
Before long, Leo finds himself
drawn into a world he is ill-equipped
to handle.
Has he put his trust in the
wrong people?
Can he find a way to make
things right?
Cathy MacPhail was born and still
lives in Greenock.

34

The Witching Hour is a great
book.
It is set in the 17th Century in
the Highlands.
The main character in this
book is Maggie Blair, a sixteenyear-old girl who lives with her
grandmother because both of her
parents died. She lives in a small
cottage next to the beach where she
scavenges for food and scrap to sell
to make money.
Maggie’s grandmother is a
midwife. She delivers a baby but
when the baby dies she is considered a witch. Maggie and her
grandmother are arrested, put on
trial, found guilty and sentenced to
hang.
If you want to know if they
are killed, or if they survive, you
will need to read this book.
I guarantee you will enjoy
this book as I enjoyed it.
By Emily Woodhouse
Author Elizabeth Laird was born in
New Zealand in 1943. Her parents
were both Scottish.. Her father was a
ship’s surgeon.

Suitable for a slightly older age group
than Grass (there is some swearing in
the book), it is also about gangs and
violence.
The story, told by Nick Geddes
whose life is coming apart at the
seams, moves back and forward from
the present (NOW) to the past (THEN)
to tell us how and why his sister’s boyfriend was killed in a school stabbing.
Nick’s sister Allie refuses to
accept her boyfriend’s death and talks
to him all the time.
Meanwhile, Nick is in love with
Orla, the dead boy’s sister. Can she
ever forgive him for the part he played
in her brother’s death? Was it really his
fault?
Gillian Philip was born in Glasgow.

20-24 September
2010
www.annanacademyenglishdepartment.wordpress.com

Members of staff represented books for the week.

Mrs Watson’s book was The
Iron Man by Ted Hughes.

Each morning during Book Week, from 8.30—9 am,
the Library was open for a book breakfast of hot and
cold drinks, and croissants.

Mr Muir dropped
in for breakfast
wearing his book
badge.

The office staff joined in
as did the dinner ladies,
the janitors and staff across
the school.
Books ranged from the classics like Jane Austen
and Charles Dickens to titles to make you smile
such as How Much Poo Does an Elephant Do?
All S1 pupils were
challenged to collect as many books
as they could
throughout
the
week. How many
did you find?
Alexia Bain was our competition winner with 66
books.

Special thanks to the
Support for Learning
Department for the use
of their microwave.

The whole week was
a great success—
including the sponsored reading challenge. We raised a
fantastic £1027.
Plans are underway for Book Week 2011. We
look forward to your support.
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Calling all new S1 pupils for 2011.
Check out the Annan Academy Summer Challenge.
How can you take part?
If you will be a new First Year pupil at Annan Academy
in August 2011 you will be given a competition booklet in
June during your three-day visit to Annan Academy..
Then you simply have to read six books over the summer
holidays, complete the booklet and hand it in during your
first week at the Academy in August.
If you lose your form, you can pick up a replacement at
Gretna, Eastriggs or Annan Public Library.

Members of Staff: Mrs B. Turner (School Librarian), Mrs C Johnston & Miss L
McCulloch (English Department)

A. C. Eggleton & Co Accountants

L.J. Residential

Firth Veterinary Centre

McCallum, Gunning & Buddy

Miss D. E. S. Graham

Murray Little & Knox Solicitors

Harper, Robertson & Shannon Solicitors John Robson (Dental Practice)
James Kidner Opticians

Snips Salon

