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3 
Louise Rennison 

(see page 8) 
 

Louise once lived in a one-
bedroom flat in Notting Hill 
owned by a member of 70s 
rock band Roxy Music. It 
was quite cheap because 
five people were sharing it. 
   Her previous jobs have in-
cluded being a play leader 
and a dental nurse, and she 
spent time travelling around 
the world  
   Before finding success as 
a writer, Louise performed 
one-woman comedy shows 
and wrote material for other 
comedians  
   Her research for her books 
requires her to spend many 
hours hanging around with 
14-year-olds, which she 
thinks is the best fun known 
to humanity!  
   Like Georgia, Louise once 
went out partying in shoes 
that were too small for her – 
she had to be carried to 
hospital to get the shoes 
surgically removed. Ouch!  
   Her life motto is: "I came, I 
saw, I conga-d."  
   Once her eyelash glue 
tube unexpectedly ex-
ploded all over her fringe 
and she had to cut her 
fringe to get it out. 
   Her favourite characteris-
tics in Georgia Nicholson 
are her alarming self-
obsession and her ability to 
see a joke in every situation. 

TOP TEN AUTHORS 2009/10 
1 

Jacqueline Wilson 
(see pages 6–7) 

2 
Anthony Horowitz 

 
Anthony Horowitz, born on 
the April 5th 1956 in Stan-
more, Middlesex, is the au-
thor of over 50 books. 
   He has been writing 
since the age of eight, 
and professionally since 
the age of twenty. 
   He writes in a comfort-
able shed in his garden for 
up to ten hours per day. 
   He began writing be-
cause he wanted to be 
like Tintin and has travelled 
to all the places in the 
Tintin books (except the 
moon).  
   He was sent to a revolt-
ing boarding school, Orley 
Farm, in north London. The 
headmaster and his wife 
featured by name in one 
of his TV episodes. He de-
picted them as mad Nazis!  
   He takes research for his 
books very seriously. He 
has walked across the An-
des and visited forbidden 
criminal enclaves in Hong 
Kong. For Point Blanc, he 
climbed – and operated – 
a 150m crane opposite 
the Houses of Parliament.  
   He got married in Hong 
Kong. He didn’t under-
stand the ceremony be-
cause it was in Chinese.  
   He spent a year working 
as a cowboy in Australia. 
This was for fun – not for a 
book.  
   He has a chocolate-
coloured Labrador called 
Lucky. Lucky by name, but 
not by nature – the dog 
has been run over three 
times!  

4 
Terry Deary 

 
Terry Deary’s favourite 
hero is Guy Fawkes and his 
favourite monster is the 
Chimera 
   If he could have any su-
per power it would be in-
visibility. 
   A cartoon series has 
been made of his series of 
books and was shown on 
CITV for a while in 2002 
   Terry Deary says he 
would rather cut off his left 
arm and eat it with Mar-
mite than go into a school 
to give a talk. And he 
doesn’t even like Marmite! 
   He once refused to meet 
the Queen of England and 
didn’t bother to reply to 
an invitation from Tony 
Blair to visit Downing Street. 
   It takes him anything be-
tween six hours and six 
weeks to write a book. 
  He writes six days a week, 
so free time is extremely 
rare 
   He enjoys acting, local 
cricket, messing about 
with computers and, most 
importantly, supporting his 
be loved Sunder land 
United football team and 
running up to half-
marathon distance for his 
favourite charity, Macmil-
lan Cancer Relief. 

By Jennifer Hay 
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Cathy Cassidy 
 

She wrote her first picture 
book for her little brother 
when she was eight or 
nine. 
   She used to sell her 
homemade comic to a 
friend for 5p, claim it back 
and sell it again to some-
one else. 
   Her favourite childhood 
books were the Narnia 
books by CS Lewis, The 
Swallows and Amazons 
books by Arthur Ransome, 
The Little House books by 
Laura Ingalls Wilder and 
Watership Down by Rich-
ard Adams. 
   Her favourite things to do 
are read, write, day-
dream.... and eat cakes! 
   She has been the agony 
aunt for Shout, a maga-
zine for teenage girls. 
   She has been a vegetar-
ian for years and has re-
cently turned vegan. 
   Her favourite place in 
the world is the Fairy Glen 
on the Isle of Skye be-
cause it ‘makes you be-
lieve in magic.’ 
   Her favourite film is Cap-
tain Corelli’s Mandolin and 
her favourite book for 
older teens is How I Live 
Now by Meg Rosoff. 

6 
Anne Cassidy 
(see page 10) 

 
Anne Cassidy was born in 
London in 1952. 
   She started writing stories 
at an evening class in Tot-
tenham. 
   Chelsea Girl was her fa-
vourite shop when she was 
a teenager. No one over 
twenty was allowed in. 
   She was a hypochon-
driac when she was four-
teen: ‘I thought I had 
every disease going’. 
   She went to an all-girls’ 
Catholic Grammar School. 
They had a very strict uni-
form and they had to 
wear hats and striped 
dresses in the summer. The 
skirts they wore had to be 
no more than two inches 
above their knees. If the 
teachers weren’t sure they 
asked them to kneel down 
and they used a wooden 
ruler to measure from the 
floor to the hem of the 
skirt. 
   She used to love soul mu-
sic; her favourite singers 
were Otis Redding and 
Aretha Franklin. 
   When she was a teen-
ager she used to say eve-
rything was fabulous or 
worse, fantabulous! 
   She was a teacher in 
London schools for 19 
years before she turned to 
writing full time. 
   She used to have a Sat-
urday job in a hairdresser’s 
sweeping up. 

7 
Michael Morpurgo 

(see page 14) 

8 
Matt Groenig 

 
Matt Groening is the, left 
handed, creator of the 
Simpsons. He named the 
Simpsons after members of 
his own family. 
   His characters' middle 
name often begins with 
the letter "J", e.g. Homer J
(ay) Simpson, Bart J(ojo) 
Simpson, Philip J. Fry. 
   The Comic Book Guy, a 
character in "The Simp-
sons" (1989), is a version of 
what Matt Groening con-
siders himself to be like. 
   His parents were Homer 
and Margaret, and his sis-
ters were Lisa and Maggie. 
   He Insists that his last 
name is properly pro-
n o u n c e d  " G R A Y -
n ing"  (rhymes with 
"raining"), as opposed to 
"GRO-ning" (rhymes with 
"moaning"). 
   Matt enjoyed drawing 
from an early age, but 
hated colouring books, 
mainly because he was 
not able to stay inside the 
lines. 
 

9 
J. K. Rowling 

(see pages  28-29) 

10 
Malorie Blackman 

(see page 33) 
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Best Friends 
 

Alice and Gemma are 
best friends. Eventually Al-
ice tells Gemma the secret 
she has been keeping 
from her – she is moving to 
Scotland.  
   After a couple of weeks, 
Gemma goes up to see 
Alice and her granddad. 
Gemma tries to make 
Flora, Alice’s new friend, 
jealous by talking about 
things that she and Alice 
have done together. 
  When they have tea, 
Flora causes trouble but 
Gemma gets the blame 
and Granddad takes her 
home. 
   This book is really good 
and is about things that 
actually happen some-
times between real friends. 
It was recently made into 
a TV series on CITV. 
 
Erin Retson 

 

Cookie  
 

When I read Cookie by 
Jacqueline Wilson I was 
reading it at every 
chance I got!  
   This book is about a girl 
called Beauty Cookson, 
who, if anything, wasn’t 
beautiful. She was a shy 
girl with no confidence. 
What was worse was 
Beauty and her mum 
lived in fear of her dad’s 
raging out-bursts. The 
littlest thing could set him 
off whether he was in a 
good mood or not. 
  Beauty and her mum, 
Dilly, found a new 
hobby: baking cookies.  
   After a disastrous birth-
day party for Beauty, her 
dad’s temper starts to 
get out of control. 
Beauty and Dilly make 
the big decision to leave 
the shadow of this ag-
gressive man but they 
have nowhere to go and 
no one to turn to and 
they have no clue what 
they will do. 
   I thought this book was 
so good and I would rec-
ommend it to everyone!  

   I enjoyed reading it and 
the description and detail 
make you feel like you 
really know what’s going 
on.  
   A definite must read! 
 

Megan Keenan 

Top Ten Authors 
2009/10 

1 
Jacqueline  

Wilson 
Jacqueline Wilson always 
wanted to be a writer. As 
a child she loved to read 
and made up imaginary 
worlds and games. 
   Jacqueline Wilson was 
Christmas card monitor in 
her school. 
   She loved lots of books 
when she was a child, in-
cluding: Black Beauty, 
What Katy Did, The Flower 
Fairies and Nancy and 
Plum. 
   When she was seven she 
used to spend all her 
pocket money on note-
books and filled them with 
her writing. 
   When she left school, 
Jacqueline Wilson worked 
on teen magazines such 
as Jackie, Red Letter and 
Annabel. 
   When Jacqueline Wilson 
is writing her books, she 
swims every morning, then 
has breakfast and then 
reads the letters from her 
fans and readers. 
   She usually writes upstairs 
at her desk, but sometimes 
she writes her children's 
books at the kitchen table 
and sometimes in an arm-
chair. 
   She says that children 
interest her more than 
adults, and that's why she 
writes for children. 
   Of all of her books, she 
says she likes Double Act 
the best. 
   Every time a new book is 
published, Jacqueline 
treats herself to a new sil-
ver ring or bracelet: that’s 
why she has so many. 
 

Jennifer Hay 
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Hetty Feather  
 
Hetty Feather is about a 
girl who gets abandoned 
by her mum and is taken 
to the Foundling Hospital. 
She thinks that it is horrible 
until she gets a foster 
mother who looks after her 
until she is five.  
   She has two ‘brothers’ 
called Jem and Gideon. 
   When she is five she is 
taken back to the Found-
ling Hospital. 
  I loved the book – it was 
brilliant. 10/10 
 

Christina Thomson 

The Story of 
Tracy Beaker  

 

I liked this book because it 
had great humour in it and 
was written in the first per-
son. It was also heart-
rending. 
   Ten-year-old Tracy lives in 
a children’s home but 
would like a real home 
one day, with a real fam-
ily. 
   The characters I liked 
were Tracy and Cam, who 
is Tracy’s friend, soon to be 
foster mum! I liked these 
characters because they 
have such a good rela-
tionship together.  They just 
act like mother and 
daughter.  They go out at 
the weekends and have 
lots of fun.   
   The character I didn’t 
like was Justine because 
she was Tracy’s enemy.  
She was always being 
nasty to Tracy, and even 
took her best friend Louise 
from her whenever she 
came to the children’s 
home, which meant Tracy 
didn’t have many friends 
at home. 

   I would recommend this 
book to young people 
about the age of 9-13.  It 
was very funny and quite 
touching, and it gave me 
an insight into how a child 
from a broken home has 
to deal with life. 
 
Rachel Ewing  

Jacqueline Wilson’s Dia-
mond Girls is about a 
single mum, called Sue 
Diamond. She is a mum 
of four and is expecting 
another. Her four daugh-
ters are called Martine, 
Jude, Rochelle and 
Dixie, and all together 
they are The Diamond 
Girls. 
   Through the book the 
Diamond family moves 
to an estate and the 
child Sue was expecting 
is born, and is called Sun-
dance with some confu-
sion about the gender of 
the baby. Dixie makes a 
friend called Mary, and 
discovers that Mary’s 
mum is physically abus-

   Martine is upset about 
leaving her boyfriend, who 
is called Tony, and later 
leaves to be with him. 
   After an accident when 
trying to escape with Mary 
from her mum, Dixie tells 
Mary to leap from the first 
floor window, and that she 
will catch her… Is she 
okay?  
   Find out by reading the 
book for yourself. 
 
Jessica Prescott 

I thought Diamond Girls 
by Jacqueline Wilson 
was an interesting book. 
It was a book that made 
me want to know what 
happens next. 
 
Samantha Hall 
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‘Are these my  
basoomas I see 

before me?’ 
by 

Louise Rennison 
 
It’s about a girl called 
Georgia Nicholson. She 
has a gang called The 
Ace Gang made up of her 
best friends: Jas, Rosie and 
Ellen. 
   Her boyfriend, Masimo, is 
the singer in a band called 
The Stiff Dylans.  Masimo is 
Italian and Georgia finds it 
hard to communicate with 
him.  When Masimo gets 
the chance to go away to 
London with the band, 
even though Georgia tells 
him to go, he insists that he 
stays with her. He said that 
it wouldn’t be a very good 
relationship if he were 
miles away; he says that 
another band will come 
along.   

When I read, “Are 
these my Basoomas I 
see before me?” by 
Louise Rennison, I was 
glued to the book.   

   Georgia is taking part in 
the school play of Romeo 
and Juliet and Masimo 
insists that he comes and 
watches her but that night 
he decides to go to Lon-
don with the band and 
tells Georgia that it’s over.   
   Dave the Laugh has just 
finished with his girlfriend 
Emma that night and asks 
Georgia if she wants to go 
out with him.   
   Read the book to find 
out what she says… 
 
Nicole Gray 

I think Diary of a Chav was 
amazing - it was so funny. 
The way the author speaks 
in it makes me laugh 
loads: it’s written just like a 
teenager. It’s so easy to 
relate to and understand 
and I really enjoyed it.  
   It’s about a girl called 
Shiraz. She passes her 
GCSEs and realises she is 
actually pretty clever, so 
she and her friend decide 
to move to college. They 
make lots more friends but 
it’s more exciting than it 
sounds. 

Diary of a Chav 
by   

Grace Dent 

   I would recommend this 
book to people who don’t 
really read often and pre-
fer easier reads. 
 
Georgia Buckley 

Fortune Cookie  
by  

Jean Ure 
 
Fortune Cookie is about 
two girls called Danielle 
Cassidy and Lisa Costello, 
nicknamed by Danielle’s 
father, Fudge Cassidy and 
the Cupcake Kid. 
   It starts off with the two 
of them playing a game of 
tennis when they hear a 
puppy bark. This is where 
they say: ‘That’s what 
started our life of crime.’ 
 
Amelia Johnston 
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who works for Theo’s dad. 
   Theo and Rachel are 
taken to Scotland where 
they meet Theo’s dad but 
he is not the man Theo 
grew up believing was his 
father. The man’s name is 
Elijah and he tells Theo 
and Rachel they are 
clones.  
   I would recommend this 
book, as it is very exciting 
and gripping. When you 
start reading you can’t 
stop. It is a great book.    
 

Bethany Hay 
Girl, Missing  

 
Girl Missing is a book 
about a teenage girl 
called Lauren, who is 
adopted and wants to find 
out where she came from. 
   When Lauren is on the 
computer writing an Eng-
lish essay, she enters a 
website about missing chil-
dren and decides to 
search for her name.   She 
notices a picture of a little 
girl who looks very familiar. 
  Convinced that it is her as 
a little girl, she checks her 
foster family photo album 
for proof.  
   At the very end of the 
book Lauren discovers the 
truth about her childhood.  
   I think this book is excel-
lent as it discusses prob-
lems that could actually 
happen and seem very 
realistic. It’s also very grip-
ping and I would recom-
mend it to any reader. It’s 
a fantastic book and I 
really enjoyed reading it. 
 

Hannah Bingham 

Blood Ties  

This book is all about this 
boy called Theo who is 
desperate to find his fa-
ther.  
   After escaping from an-
other bodyguard he finally 
convinces his mum to tell 
him why he needs a body-
guard. He finds out the 
father he believed to be 
dead is still alive and run-
ning from the organisation 
R.A.G.E. (Righteous Army 
against Genetic Engineer-
ing) who firebombed the 
place where his father 
worked and sent him into 
hiding.  
   While trying to find out 
about his father, Theo gets 
his friend Max to find the 
girl whose birth is men-
tioned in the article. Max 
traces the girl who’s called 
Rachel and Theo goes to 
find her.  
   Theo and Rachel are in 
danger when R.A.G.E. 
comes after them but they 
are   picked   up  by   Lewis  

Sophie McKenzie was born in London, where she still lives with her son. She has worked 
as a journalist and an editor and goes boxing training in her spare time. Her debut chil-
dren's novel, Girl, Missing  was published by Simon & Schuster in 2006.  
Her five favourite books of all time are:  Persuasion by Jane Austen; Charlotte Grey by 
Sebastian Faulks; The Kingdom by the Sea by Robert Westall; The Secret History by 
Donna Tartt; and The Railway Children by E Nesbitt. Her favourite fictional villain is the 
Childcatcher from Chitty Chitty Bang Bang.  

Look out for  
The Medusa Project 

a  new series by 
Sophie McKenzie. 

For romance from the 
boy’s point of view read: 
 

Six Steps to a Girl 
Three’s a Crowd 

and  
The One and Only 
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Parvana’s Journey 
by  

Deborah Ellis  
 

Parvana and her dad set 
out on a journey to find 
her mum and sister but 
when her father dies, Par-
vana finds herself alone. 
  Suddenly she has no 
choice but to carry on 
searching. Thanks to her 
friends, Asif, Hassan, Lelia, 
and her Grandma, she 
finds food, shelter and se-
curity from the war. 
   Parvana’s friend Lelia 
was my favourite charac-
ter as she was a bright and 
bubbly little girl. 
   Towards the end of the 
book, Parvana and her 
friends are in a refugee 
camp. One day planes fly 
overhead and drop small 
yellow parcels filled with 
supplies. Even though she 
runs with the others, Lelia 
doesn’t make it to the par-
cels. 
   I found this a very touch-
ing story with an emotional 
ending. 
 
Rebecca Hamilton 

Ways to Live forever 
by  

Sally Nicholls 

This book is about a boy 
who is just 11 years old that 
has leukaemia. It is a very 
sad and moving book but 
will also make you laugh.  
   I think it is more suitable 
for readers over 12 as 
younger readers may find 
it quite sad.  
   The boy is called Sam 
and he has a best friend 
called Felix who also has 
leukaemia. They met in the 
hospital and now they go 
to school with each other 
where they get tutored at 
Sam’s house.   
   Sam is in the middle of 
writing a book which has 
lots of facts and questions 
about death and being ill. 
   Overall I really liked this 
book because of the way 
it was written and all the 
detail that was put into it. 
 

Nicole Barlow  
 
This is an amazing but 
heartbreaking story about 
two boys and their last 
days together. They both 
have leukaemia and met 
while they were both in 
hospital.  
 

   They both help each 
other to do the last things 
they’ve always wanted to 
do while they still live.  
   It really brings you to your 
senses and reminds you 
that there are actually 
people out there suffering.  
   This story will be a great 
experience to many oth-
ers. I enjoyed it so much I 
read it twice and I hope 
you will like it as well. 
 
Emily Padgett  

Tough Love  
by  

Anne Cassidy 
 
Tough Love is about Gina 
Rogers who doesn’t social-
ise and only really has one 
friend. Gina falls in love 
with Tony Campbell. In her 
eyes, Tony is lovely, always 
wears great clothes and 
he has his own car.  
   Tony’s brother does 
some dangerous deals 
with Tony’s help, but Gina 
pushes that to the back of 
her mind – until there is a 
boy lying half-dead in hos-
pital and Gina can’t kid 
herself any more. 
   This is a fabulous book 
that gets your emotions 
running and has you wor-
rying about the charac-
ters. 
 

Anna Dunlop 10 



This diagram shows the  
order in which you read a 

traditional manga. 

 
Vampire Knight: Vol 5 

by 
Matsuri Hino 

 
This book has an interest-
ing storyline and very 
good illustrations, which 
help introduce you to the 
characters.  
   Zero Kiryu is my favourite 
character because the 
others look up to him and 
will defend him.  
   The one character I 
don’t like is Shizuka Hio 
who robbed Zero Kiryu of 
his family and his human-
ity.  
   The story starts to get 
even more exciting when 
the Vampire Council 
come to execute Zero be-
cause they thought that 
he murdered Shizuka Hio 
even though the real killer  

revealed himself to be 
Kaname Kuran. This was 
my favourite part of the 
book.    
 
Aidan Callaghan 

11 

In May 2009,  our Sponsored Reading Week raised over £500 . 
Part of this money went towards the purchase of graphic novels and manga 
titles which have proved very popular. 

Dear Matsuri Hino, 
 

I have read your book Vampire Knight Vol. 1 and I think it’s 
the best book I’ve ever read. I would like to say that your 
mind must be bursting with ideas and beautiful pictures of 
characters and scenes for your next books. I hope to read 
all the books in the series.  
 

I enjoyed this story: it gripped me and made me want to 
read more. The artwork you did in the book was something 
I’ve never seen before and I like to think of it as art rather 
than illustrations. The characters looked just as I imagine a 
vampire at school would look like.  
 

Basically this is the BEST book I’ve ever read! 
 

Yours sincerely, 
Aidan Callaghan    



Mr Mahon recommends: 

Bumface  
by  

Morris Gleitzman 
 

I found Bumface by Morris 
Gleitzman interesting as it 
was quite unusual be-
cause the main character, 
called Angus, keeps baby 
sitting his brothers and sis-
ter and his mum is a TV 
soap actor. 
   Angus dreams of being a 
pirate, who is brave, free 
and can do whatever he 
wants.  He is sick and tired 
of watching his brothers 
and sister, and cleaning 
up after them. His mum, 
who is a TV soap actor, 
calls him Mr. Dependable.  
   My favourite character 
was Angus because you 
could understand how he 
felt about everyone relying 
on him.  I disliked his mum 
because although I know 
she was busy, she could 
have spent that time with 
her kids instead of worrying 
about her boyfriends. 
   People who like reading 
a random book would en-
joy this because I don’t 
know whether if it’s a com-
edy, thriller/action or ro-
mance.   
   I would say it has an age 
group of 10 - 13.  
 

Cameron Bryson 

The Demon  
Headmaster  

by  
Gillian Cross 

 
The Demon Headmaster is 
a very good book. When 
you start the book you 
can’t put it down. I read it 
night after night it was that 
interesting.  
   The main character is 
Dinah. She is new to the 
school but she soon finds 
out that the headmaster 
plans to take over the 
world.  
   All the other kids are hyp-
notised in assembly apart 
from her new pals Lloyd, 
Harvey, Ian, Mandy and 
Ingrid. Dinah can be hyp-
notised but in her first as-
sembly she closes her 
eyes. However, the head-
master notices and then 
she does get hypnotised 
and told off.  
   The good points of the 
book are that it is very in-
teresting and a good 
read.  
   I would recommend this 
book to somebody else in 
my age range because it 
is wicked.  
 
Jack Thomson  

Diary of a Wimpy 
Kid 

by Jeff Kinney 12 

Payback  
by   

Andy McNab and 
Robert Rigby  

 

This thriller is the sequel to 
the first book in the series—
Boy Soldier. 
  It certainly gets you sitting 
on the edge of your seat. 
  With everything from plas-
tic explosives to an electri-
cian’s screwdriver, the 
weapons arsenal is end-
less. 
  Think twice before mess-
ing with assassins—they 
pack a punch!  
 

Haig Kirk 



 

A Study in Scarlet 
by 

Arthur Conan Doyle 
 

Sherlock Holmes is an ec-
centric ‘consulting detec-
tive’ who is fantastically ob-
servant but not modest in 
the slightest. He carries an 
oversized magnifying glass 
upon his person as well as a 
pipe which rarely leaves his 
mouth. He has no love inter-
est in the slightest, be it gay 
or straight for he feels that 
an emotion as strong as 
love would interfere with his 
finely balanced and accu-
rately tuned mind. He is a 
fantastic boxer and a very 
good violin player. He looks 
down upon the police, see-
ing them as inferior to him 
and unintelligent. 
   Holmes’ colleague and 
friend, John Watson, is an 
inquisitive young doctor 
who helped to fight a war in 
Afghanistan. At first he be-
lieves Holmes’ method (the 
science of deduction) is 
‘poppycock’ and ‘twaddle’ 
but he eventually sees how  
amazing Holmes’ methods 
are and assists him to find 
the answer to a case called 
a ‘Study in Scarlet’.  

The Thornthwaite 
Inheritance 

by 
Gareth P Jones 

 

This book is about two chil-
dren whose father was 
killed. You are led to be-
lieve that the mother mur-
dered the father. The chil-
dren are trying to kill each 
other at every possible 
turn.   
   It was a while before I 
realised that it was a de-
tective novel at all. It is not 
till the end of the book 
that you find out who the 
real murderer is. The 
mother also died on the 
phone when a lightning 
bolt struck the pylon, 
passed   through   the  wire  

   He shares a house with 
Holmes at the address of 
221B Baker Street, London. 
   Watson is incredulous 
that Holmes did not know 
such things as that the 
Earth went round the sun 
and receives a curt reply 
from Holmes: “What differ-
ence does it make to me 
or my work. If the earth 
went round the moon it 
would make no differ-
ence!” 
  Maybe he is right. 

and electrocuted her.  
   We soon discover a 
haunting melody, which 
turns out to be a code 
written by the mother to 
save her children.  
   Read the book to find 
out if anyone survives long 
enough to find out the 
truth. 
 

Reviews by Aidan Rose 

Tangshan  Tigers 
by  

Dan Lee 

13 

Tangshan Tigers : The 
Golden Key is about a 
group of specially trained 
martial art experts in Bei-
jing, China.  
   The Tangshan Tigers are 
Matt, Catarina, Olivier and 
Shawn. Whilst the four are 
training, their friend Li-Lian 
and their teacher, Master 
Chang both disappear. 
The Tigers have to work 
together to find their mas-
ter and their friend.  
   This is a very exciting 
book and whoever reads it 
will enjoy it without a 
doubt.  
   There are three more 
books in the series for any-
one who enjoys this one.  
 

Lyam McGowan 



Top Ten Authors 
2009/10 
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The Amazing Story 
of Adolphus Tips  

 
I  liked this book because it 
has good description, hu-
mour, sadness and happi-
ness in it.  It also has a 
great story line.  
   It’s set during WWII, in 
1943 at Slapton Beach.  It’s 
about a boy called Mi-
chael, his Grandma, Lily 
Treqenza, and her cat, 
Tips.   
   When Michael’s grand-
father dies, Lily sends Mi-
chael her diary. 
   The characters I liked 
were Lily because she was 
really adventurous; the 
grandfather because he is 
funny; and Tips because 
the cat starts all the ad-
venture in the story. 
   I would recommend it for 
10 to 16 year olds because 
it’s a book for a wide age 
group and it is a heart-
warming story with many 
emotions. 
 

Emily Padgett 

Private Peaceful  
 
Private Peaceful is set in 
the First World War. The 
two main characters are 
Charlie and Thomas 
Peaceful.  
   AT the start of the book, 
Thomas is in a wood with 
his father and the tree 
comes down. Thomas is 
standing there but his fa-
ther jumps in to save him 
and gets crushed. 
  Throughout the whole 
book, Thomas feels guilty 
for his father’s death, even 
though he was young and 
it wasn’t his fault.  
   Charlie and Thomas live 
with their mother and 
brother, Big Joe. When the 
war starts, Charlie and Tho-
mas are forced to go to 
war to be soldiers.  
   The ending of the book is 
very sad but I really en-
joyed the book and would 
love to read it again. 
 

Anna Redden 

Michael Morpurgo was 
born on the 5th of October 
1943.  
   The most famous book 
that he wrote is Private 
Peaceful. Michael Mor-
purgo wrote this novel af-
ter talking to three old 
farm-workers while re-
searching another book 
altogether. They had de-
scribed some of their 
thoughts about their ex-
periences in WWI in such a 
way that he was moti-
vated to write this book.  
   Although it's entirely fic-
tional, the title was inspired 
by a gravestone he en-
countered in Ypres, the 
scene of much of the Brit-
ish tragedy of that war.  
   The story begins with the 
central character, Tommo 
Peaceful, spending a long, 
lonely night looking back 
over his life. He doesn't 
want to sleep for some 
reason.  

   He mustn't sleep; he 
can't sleep. He doesn't 
want to look forward, only 
back; back over his life 
from his earliest memories.  
   Each chapter consists of 
a short passage where he 
describes what is happen-
ing throughout this night. 
 

Naomi Anderson 
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The Boy in the 
Striped Pyjamas 

by  
John Boyne 

The Boy in the Striped Pyja-
mas is well worth reading. 
  When I first started read-
ing the book I thought an-
other WW2 disaster but 
when I got into it I really 
enjoyed the book.  
   I enjoyed the parts when 
Shmuel and Bruno were 
playing through the fence 
and just being normal chil-
dren.  
   Hitler had put all Jews 
into camps and started to 
kill them off and the chil-
dren had no chance of life 
and being free.  
   This book spoke to me 
and said if it weren’t for 
our soldiers we would all 
be speaking German. 
   This is a top class book. 
The saddest part is when 
Bruno and Shmuel are in 
the camp together.  
   The book has many 
twists… but I don’t want to 
spoil this chilling read.  
   People 13 and up should 
have a go at reading this 
book. I promise you will not 
regret it! 
 

Conor Heslop  

Bruno and his family have 
to move from their house 
in Berlin to a house in the 
middle of nowhere. Bruno 
is the son of a Nazi Com-
mandant, which means 
life’s pretty good. When 
Bruno decides to take a 
look at the concentration 
camp nearby, he meets a 
boy called Shmuel and 
they become good 
friends. 
   The reason I like this book 
is that the writer keeps go-
ing back in time to explain 
certain things to us, and 
this helped me understand 
why certain characters are 
who they are. 
   It also showed me how 
lucky some of us are in this 
world and that’s what I like 
the most about this book – 
it gives us a lesson. 
   I think everybody should 
read this book because it 
is truly a fabulous book. 
 
Ieuan Keir 

The  
Machine Gunners 

by  
Robert Westall 

 
I liked this book because it 
clearly shows what it was 
like in the war.   
   Set in Garmouth in war-
time, The Machine Gun-
ners is mainly about a 
group of teenagers who 
make a really good for-
tress.  They find a machine 
gun, but things get hard 
when they come across a 
German pilot.  The main 
characters were: Chas, a 
fantastic leader; Audrey, a 
good substitute mum to 
Nicky who is an emotional 
kid as his mum dies in the 
war; Clogger a big strong 
guy; and Rudi, a German 
pilot. 
   The character I liked best 
is Audrey as she reminds 
me of the nurse I had at 
hospital: always caring for 
Nicky, and she is outgoing.  
I did not like Nicky as he let 
the story down for me.  I 
think there would be more 
action in the story with the 
gun because he was al-
ways emotional, causing 
Audrey to have to look 
after him. 
   I would recommend this 
book to people who love 
wartime situations and sto-
ries to do with guns.  I 
would recommend it to 
12+ as it has complicated 
words and adult situations. 
   People should read this 
book to show how unlucky 
people were in war time 
and how lucky we are 
without any shelters, sirens, 
thousands of deaths and 
waiting to see if we get 
bombed or not. 
   Overall this book is 9/10.  
Everyone should read this! 
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The Reading Record is better than ever! 
Our Reading Scheme for S1 and S2 pupils—The Reading Record—has 
changed for the better this year.  
 The Bronze and Silver Awards are now in separate booklets and more 
categories / topics have been added to the Silver Award so that those 
who prefer reading non-fiction books have a much wider choice. Perhaps 
next year you could write a review on a non-fiction book from the Library 
for Issue 3 of this magazine! 
 The good news for avid readers is the introduction of the new Plati-
num Award. 
 The names of all of those who have been awarded Reading Certifi-
cates this year can be found on the Reading Record page of the English 
Department blog (see page 31 for the web address). 

 
Thanks to unexpected but very welcome funding 
from Determined to Succeed—Enterprise in Edu-
cation, we have been able to expand our stock 
of non-fiction books and to rearrange the library 
shelves. 
  
Check out the new genre displays for a wide 
range of fiction and non-fiction titles.  
 
There’s something to interest everyone. 
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Painting the roses red 

Tim Burton’s 
Alice  

in Wonderland 
 
The original Alice in Won-
derland was written by 
Lewis Carroll but the ver-
sion I am reviewing is Tim 
Burton’s vision of an older 
Alice revisiting Wonder-
land. 
   Alice, now 20, is dragged 
to a surprise engagement 
party that turns out to be 
her engagement party but 
she turns down Hamish’s 
offer of marriage. When 
she sees a small white rab-
bit she chases after it, looks 
down into a tree stump 
and falls through the hole. 
  This is the start of her jour-
ney back into Wonder-
land. 
   She meets lots of won-
derful characters – the 
White Rabbit, Tweedle-
dee and Tweedle-dum, 
the Dodo Bird, Dormouse 
and talking flowers – but 
the craziest character is 
the Mad Hatter. You get to 
see his back-story at a 
party in his old village with 
the White Queen.  
   There is a happy feel to 
the film at the beginning 
but the story takes on a 
darker mood and is quite 
tense when Alice is being 
chased.  
   I highly recommend this 
film. 
Ryan McGauchie 

The Looking Glass 
Wars 

by  
Frank Beddor 

The Looking Glass Wars is a 
book about a young girl 
called Alyss Heart who is a 
princess in Wonderland. On 
her seventh birthday her evil 
aunt, Redd, kills her parents 
and she is forced to run 
away with her late mother’s 
bodyguard to another 
world: our world. 
   After thirteen years of try-
ing to adapt to our world, 
she returns to Wonderland 
to reclaim the crown. 
   This was a very interesting 
and exciting book with 
many fast action scenes 
and tense moments. It is 
great for both genders be-
cause the action scenes, 
although brilliant, are written 
in a fantasy style so are ac-
cessible by all.  
   I will mention, however, 
the rather tedious romantic 
parts, which girls will love, 
but boys will probably not. 
  Otherwise this book is flaw-
less and amazing if not 100% 
believable. This is a fantasy 
though so it can be let off 
for its strangeness. 
   All the creatures and char-
acters are wonderful and 
quite extreme in their views 
and have very moral beliefs. 
   I will give this 9½ out of 10. 
Excellent! 
 

Aidan Rose 

Alice’s Adventures 
In Wonderland 

by  
Lewis Carroll 

 

Many people remember 
the old Disney film Alice In 
Wonderland, including me. 
The thing is no one seems 
to remember the old book, 
published in 1865. That’s 
145 years ago!  
   The book, written by 
Charles Ludwidge Dodg-
son under the name of 
Lewis Carroll,  is about a 
girl who falls down a rabbit 
hole, finds herself in the 
world of Wonderland and 
tries to get back home, 
but meets lots of strange 
and wonderful characters 
on the way.  
   Just like Harry Potter to-
day, Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland proved to be 
a hit with both adults and 
children. It has been trans-
lated into lots of different 
languages, including 
Swedish, French and Ger-
man. It included 42 illustra-
tions - all in black and 
white, as it was the Victo-
rian era.  
   The sequel Through the 
Looking Glass sold even 
more copies than the first 
book. 
   There have been lots of 
film versions from the one 
in 1903 to Disney’s ani-
mated film to the new one 
by Tim Burton. 
 

Fraser Bell  
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We received a fantastic response to our Short Story Competition and would like to 
thank everyone who took part.  
The short story tasks set by Miss Richardson were as follows: 
EITHER 
Write a short story in which the main character is transported to another place or time 
when he/she opens a book in the library. 
OR 
Write a short story where the main character is reading a book from/in the school li-
brary when the events of the book start to happen in real life. 
 

The winning essay was Alice in Wonderland by Aidan Rose. The following entrants de-
serve special mention: Holly Cowan, Haig Kirk, Fraser Bell and DeeDee Darlington. 
 

(You can read all the stories entered for the competition in the School Library soon.) 

Alice in Wonderland 
by Aidan Rose 

Alice was the new girl at school. 
She had only been here a week 
and was quiet and solitary but she 
intrigued me. I would often pass 
her in the grounds and see her star-
ing dreamily into mid-air. My friends 
and I called her Alice in Wonder-
land because she always seemed 
to have her head in the clouds. 
Whenever I tried to speak to her 
she would only smile and skip 
away. 
   One day I saw her stroking a cat 
and when it walked away I de-
cided to follow it. The feline moved 
swiftly, so swiftly that I had to run to 
keep up with it. It turned a corner 
almost casually and its tail stuck 
around almost tauntingly and 
eventually slipped away. I leapt 
around to catch it but it had disap-
peared. 
  I was angry and embarrassed that 
I had lost a cat! I decided to keep 
an eye out for it and a couple of 
weeks later saw it prowling the 
grounds like it owned the place.  

   I crept up on it and, after I had 
made sure no one was looking, 
cornered it. It merely looked me up 
and down snootily. And then it 
smiled, it literally smiled, showing a 
neat array of sharp teeth. It then 
began to disappear, tail first all the 
way until all that was left was its 
grin floating in mid-air; and such a 
broad grin it was too, almost mock-
ing. Then, its grin finally faded away 
leaving me dumbstruck. 
   I decided to do some research 
into all this strangeness so I bor-
rowed the book Alice in Wonder-
land from the library. I discovered 
that the cat I saw was undoubtedly 
the Cheshire Cat and that Alice 
was, without a doubt, the one from 
the book. 
   When I returned to school early 
the following Monday, I found no-
body there. Looking in my planner, 
I discovered that it was a Bank Holi-
day. I cursed myself for my igno-
rance and decided to seek out the 
Cheshire Cat. 
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   After searching the grounds for 
half an hour I had decided to give 
up when I heard a taunting voice 
ask, “Looking for something?” 
   I looked up. I was in a small group 
of trees at the side of the sports 
ground and had never considered 
that he may be lounging lazily on 
the branch of a tree like in the 
book, yet here he was: the Chesh-
ire Cat. 
   “I know who you are,” I shouted,  
“and I’m not afraid!” This was a lie. I 
was, in fact, very much afraid but I 
didn’t want to show it. “Tell me 
what’s going on!” I demanded. 
   “Very well,” said the cat, “I shall. 
That book in that bag of yours is 
special. Publishers are really wizards 
in disguise. Everyone knows that.” I 
thought about this carefully but de-
cided to go along with it. “Well, 
what they do,” the cat continued, 
“is stop the book worlds from com-
ing into your world. However, they 
didn’t do that with your copy so 
this is us entering your world. Do 
you follow me?” 
   “I think so,” I replied, “but how do 
I stop it?” 
   “Well, you could enter the rabbit 
hole and go into Wonderland.” 
   “What rabbit hole?” 
   “That one,” said the Cheshire cat, 
as he pointed at a rather large rab-
bit hole. So, without thinking, I took 
a run and leapt into the hole. 
   It was just as it was in the book 
with cabinets lining the wall and 
after several minutes I landed in 
the hall of doors with a thump. I 
saw the ‘drink me’ potion bottle on 
the glass table, remembered the 
mistakes that Alice had made in a 
similar situation, and made sure not 
to recreate them. I found the tiny 
key and searched for the tiny door  

before I drank the potion and rap-
idly shrank until I could easily stroll 
through the door. 
   On the other side I found a cro-
quet ground. I stood in the middle, 
bewildered, until I heard a loud bell 
ringing in the distance. Promptly, a 
large group of soldiers made of 
playing cards paraded in, headed 
by the Queen.  
   I ran up to her displaying my 
copy of Alice in Wonderland. The 
Queen looked at me carefully be-
fore screeching irately, “Off with his 
head!”  
   Two men ran forward: the King 
carrying a chopping board and 
the executioner bearing an axe. 
The King forced my head onto the 
block and the last thing I heard 
was the swinging of the axe and a 
loud thud. Then I woke up. 
   I was in the library with the book 
Alice in Wonderland at my side. I 
looked up and saw the school li-
brarian glaring angrily at me: “The 
bell’s gone! Get to class!” 
   It was then I realised it had all 
been a dream. The bell had been 
the school bell and the thud of the 
axe, the librarian slamming down 
the thick tome of a book she now 
held threateningly in her hands.  
   When she moaned, “Hurry up,” I 
obliged and strode from the room. 
Fortunately for me I had English, 
which was only across the hall so I 
wouldn’t be late. 
   Once I was in the class, my 
teacher told us to write, for the 
creative writing competition, a 
short story about reading a book in 
the library and the characters en-
ter your life. The teacher handed 
out paper and, as my dream slowly 
came back to me, I gave an inter-
nal chuckle and began to write. 
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Q. When you were in high school, 
who was your favourite author and 
why? 
Mrs Breakenridge: Probably Enid Blyton. I 
loved the Mallory Towers stories and Se-
cret Seven. In fact, because of these sto-
ries, I wanted to go to boarding school! 
Mr Cowan: Arthur C Clarke. I liked sci-fi 
stories. 
Mr Johnstone: John Steinbeck– because it 
was easy to read. I could sympathise with 
his characters. His books are about the 
underdog and people on the edge of so-
ciety. 
Miss Weild: I didn’t have a favourite—I 
read lots of different genres. 
 

Q. What was your favourite book 
and why? 
Mrs B: The Secret Garden by Frances 
Hodgson Burnett. I just loved the story—I 
always liked a happy ending. 
Mr C: Call of the Wild by Jack London. I 
also liked animals and adventure books. 
Mr J: In High School, a book called Tortilla 
Flat. The characters were real to me: al-
most like friends. 
Miss W: Too many to mention! 
 

Q. How many times did you read 
this book? 
Mrs B: I can’t remember but I think at least 
3 if not 4. 
Mr C: I have read it at least 3 times. 
Mr J: I still read and re-read this book. I 
have read it countless times. 
Miss W: I have only ever read a handful of 
books more than once. 

Naomi Anderson asked members of the teaching staff about their own read-
ing habits. Here’s what they had to say: 

Q. What is your favourite book now 
and why? 
Mrs B: It’s really hard to pick a favourite 
but I enjoy the  Scarpetta books by  
Patricia Cornwell. I’ve recently read the 
Millennium Trilogy by Stieg Larsson and 
thought they were brilliant. 
Mr C: Simon Scarrow stories about the Ro-
man Legions. The latest in the series is 
called The Gladiator. I still like adventure 
stories. 
Mr J: The Name of the Rose by Umberto 
Eco. It is a detective novel but has lots of 
philosophical and religious themes. 
Miss W: Red Tent by Anita Diamant—
historical fiction. The author took 1/2 lines 
from the Bible and created a whole story 
around it. An excellent description of 
women’s society. 
 
Q. If you were to recommend a 
book for children what would it be 
and why? 
Miss W: The Vampire Diaries by L.J. Smith—
written  more than 10 years before Twi-
light. Worth a read! 
 

Q. If you have children, what books 
did/do you read to them? 
Mrs B: Oh, all sorts. Thomas the Tank Engine 
were great books. I read The Tiger Who 
Came to Tea  and Can’t You Sleep Little 
Bear? hundreds  of times to my two sons 
because they wanted to hear them every 
night for months on end. 
Mr C: The Rabbit with the Sky Blue Ears; 
various Kipling stories e.g. Jungle Book 
Mr J: The Gruffalo. 
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For World Book Day  (Thursday 4th March 2010) pupils were 
asked to write, in 50 words or less, why they love reading.  

 

I love reading because... 

WINNER 
The reason why I love reading is because it takes you away 
from the bonds of reality and plunges you into the most 
amazing place of all, your imagination. 
   Fraser  

I love reading because 
it improves your vo-
cabulary and it is very 
enjoyable. Reading is 
my way of relaxing and 
calming down. I didn’t 
normally read as many 
books. My inspiration is 
Miss McCulloch be-
cause she reads a lot 
of books too. 

Naomi  

I love reading because I love the feeling when you get sucked into the 
book. I often find myself in a parallel universe to our own where everything 
in books is real. I think many people don’t read because it is ‘uncool’. 
They’re wrong. I know, because I love reading. 
Chloe  

 
 

Word cloud created using  
Tagxedo 
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I love reading because you get lost in the book and block out everything else, 
forget all your problems. Also because you can just picture it in your head and 
sometimes you feel the emotions of the characters. I really like the books that 
make you laugh out loud, or cry or gape. The really gripping ones are best in 
my opinion. 
     Molly  

Fraser with his prize 



Vox: The Edge  
Chronicles  

by  
Paul Stewart & 

Chris Riddell 

In Vox, the main setting is 
a place called Undertown, 
an old, rundown dump of 
a place, which is inhabited 
by a vast array of crea-
tures both peaceful and 
hostile. It is supposed to be 
run by the most high aca-
deme, Vox Verlix, but he 
has been crossed and 
double crossed countless 
times leaving Undertown in 
the hands of General Ty-
tugg and his goblin army, 
Mother Muleclaw and the 
Shryke Sisterhood, and Or-
bix Xaxis and the Guardi-
ans of Night.  
   Another major setting is 
Screetown (a part of Un-
dertown which has been 
crushed by the falling parts 
of the Sanctaphrax rock 
which has the Tower of 
Night upon it which is 
owned by the Guardians 
of Night). Screetown is a 
dangerous rocky terrain 
inhabited by dark crea-
tures like Rubble Ghouls. 
However, it is also inhab-
ited by a heroic band of 
outcasts called the Ghosts 
of Screetown.  
   The whole of the ‘Edge’ 
is a dangerous but amaz-
ingly versatile land. 
   I enjoyed this book be-
cause it is clever and excit-
ing. It has a really gripping 
plot but doesn’t make 
much sense unless you 
read the previous seven 
books of The Edge Chroni-
cles by Paul Stewart and 
Chris Riddell.  
   If you enjoyed Harry Pot-
ter or The Hobbit, then you 
will love this.  
   I recommend it to any-
one aged ten to fourteen, 
but it really has no age 
limits as it could appeal to 
everyone of any age.  
 

Aidan Rose 

Ghost Hunter  
by  

Michelle Paver  
Bk. 6 Chronicles of  
Ancient Darkness 

 

This is one of the best 
books ever written. It is 
about a boy called Torak, 
a girl called Renn and, of 
course, Wolf. They are ad-
venturing through moun-
tains and forests to hunt 
down the last Soul eater 
called Eostra.  
   Torak has lived with the 
Raven clan for a while and 
Eostra is causing fear 
among the clans. Torak’s 
dad’s spirit appears to be 
back and Wolf has settled 
in nicely with his mate and 
his cubs. Then a disaster 
strikes and Wolf has to 
overcome terrible grief in 
order to get help to Torak 
who is searching for him.  
Defeating Eostra will come 
at a heavy price. 
   Read the book to find 
out what happens! 
   This is an amazing book 
to round off the Chronicles 
but I am also disappointed 
that the series has come to 
an end.  

   I thoroughly recommend 
this book and the others in 
the series – beginning with 
Wolf Brother. 
 

Fraser Bell 

You can read a review of 
Oathbreaker, the fifth 
book in the series, in Issue 
1 of  The Magic Threshold 
(published summer 2009), 
available in the School 
Library. 
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Spider  by Linda Strachan 
is a story about a boy nick-
named Spider. He is a joy 
rider who goes out in his 
car one too many times. 
His favourite hobby is steal-
ing cars. Last time he did it 
he got caught and he 
swore he’d never do it 
again. 
   Spider has a girlfriend 
called Deanna who wants 
to go on a run with him but 
he has promised that he 
won’t. However, he finds it 
hard to say no and even-
tually gives in. 
   Spider’s best friend is 
called Andy. Andy wants 
to go on the run but is not 
happy that Deanna will be 
going. 
   They go on a run called 
The Parse - a narrow, wind-
ing stretch of road. During 
the run Spider loses control 
several times and eventu-
ally crashes. 
   After what feel like hours 
of waiting they eventually 
get help. Andy is in bad 
condition and Spider 
doesn’t know about 
Deanna.  

Last year, I read a book by 
Hal and Conn Iggulden. 
   It’s about the Seven 
Wonders of the World, how 
they were built, why they 
were built and where they 
were built. It also includes 
how to camp, different 
British birds, constellations, 
the history of stargazing, 
insects and arachnids, and 
basic survival skills.  
   I think it’s a very good 
book for people from 13-
15 as it’s a pocket book so 
it’s very short but funny. It 
has graphs and diagrams, 
not just lots of writing. I 
found it very interesting 
and I learned a lot from 
reading it! 
 

Haig Kirk  

Spider 
by  

Linda Strachan 

   In hospital, Spider realises 
that his friends are ok but 
Andy will need major plas-
tic surgery. One thing he 
also finds out is that 
Deanna was pregnant 
and has lost the baby. 
   I am not a big reader but 
this book is brilliant and, if 
like me you only read 2 or 
3 books a year, then this 
should be one of them. 
   I would recommend this 
book to 1st - 3rd years. 
 

Michael McAnespie 

 

This is a book about a 
group of young boys who 
find a poster advertising 
an illegal freak show and 
two of them decide to go. 
The boys nearly don’t get 
in because of an age re-
striction.  
   After the show had fin-
ished the main character, 
Darren Shan, steals a very 
poisonous spider from Mr 
Crepsley who turns out to 
be a vampire. Darren ends 
up paralyzing his friend, 
Steve Leonard, and to 
save him he must make a 
deal with Mr Crepsley. The 
deal involves Darren be-
coming half vampire and 
staying as Crepsley’s assis-
tant. Darren must also fake 
his death and leave his 
friends and family.  
   So far I have read up to 
book 6 and the whole se-
ries gets better and better. 
   I liked this book because I 
enjoy vampire type things 
and horror stories. It is a 
good read and I would 
recommend it to just 
about everyone. 
 

Maclin Russell 

Cirque du Freak 
by  

Darren Shan 
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Thirteen Reasons 
Why 

by  
Jay Asher 

 

This book is about a girl, 
Hannah, who was very un-
happy and as a result of 
this committed suicide. 
  There were thirteen rea-
sons why the Hannah 
committed suicide. She 
then left 7 tapes to be 
passed around the thir-
teen people who had a 
part to play in her death. 
   The boy, Clay, who is tell-
ing the story, receives the 
tapes, which were in a 
shoebox enclosed with a 
letter and a map. The let-
ter says that the tapes 
should continue to be 
passed around all the 
people on the list.  
  Each side of the tape 
gives a detailed explana-
tion of the person who 
helped her make her 
choice and the part they 
played. A spare set of 
tapes is given to Clay’s 
best friend and if the tapes 
stop getting passed 
around he will send them 
out again. 
   Clay’s name was on the 
tapes and when he heard 
it he thought her death 
was all his fault.                                                                          

Red Tears 
by  

Joanna Kenrick 
 
Red Tears by Joanna Ken-
rick is about a fifteen-year-
old girl who self-harmed 
after she was stressed out 
about school work, her 
home-life and her friends. 
   She starts by nipping her-
self on the leg and then it 
develops into cutting her-
self.  

   Clay stays up all night 
walking around the town 
listening to the tapes. A 
map was included in the 
box and was marked with 
stars where special or im-
portant things happened. 
  Clay goes to Hannah’s 
favourite places and lis-
tens to her voice for one 
last time.  
   I really enjoyed this book 
but it was very sad in some 
places. Once I started 
reading it I didn’t want to 
put it down until I had fin-
ished it. I would highly rec-
ommend it to people who 
like stories about problems 
with friends/family.  
                            
Briony Mundell     

   It gets so bad that her 
mum and dad find out 
and she ends up going to 
hospital and getting coun-
selling.  
   This book helped me to 
understand what some 
teenagers go through and 
why they turn to self-harm. 
 
Kelly Thomson 
    
Red Tears was a good 
book and helped me to 
understand more about 
why people self-harm. 
 

Eilidh Jardine 

The Book Thief 
by  

Markus Zusak 
 

At first The Book Thief 
seems a very daunting 
book but when you start 
reading it you will get 
hooked on it and you 
won’t be able put it down. 
   The Book Thief gives you 
little pieces of information 
all the way through the 
book but they fit into 
place and it makes the 
book much easier to read. 
  It is very descriptive and 
in some places it can be a 
bit mind-boggling. 
   I would recommend The 
Book Thief to secondary 
school children and up 
because it is a very com-
plex book. 
 

Kieran Hunter  
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Knots & Crosses  
by  

Ian Rankin 
 
This book is set in Edin-
burgh where we follow 
Detective Sergeant John 
Rebus who is working on a 
case to find the murderer 
of three young girls. Believ-
ing that his own daughter 
might be at risk, Rebus re-
alises the killer may know a 
lot more about him than 
he first thought. This, in 
turn, makes his relationship 
with his ‘girlfriend’ Jill un-
easy too. 
   If I had to pick my per-
sonal study again I would 
not choose this book, not 
because I didn’t enjoy it, 
but because it was difficult 
to write about. 
 
Sarah Harper 
 
Author Ian Rankin studied 
English at Edinburgh Uni-
versity at the same time as 
Mrs Johnston. She once 
sent him a Snoopy book to 
cheer him up when he 
was ill in hospital. 

 

Lord of the Flies  
by  

William Golding 
 
A group of schoolboys is 
stranded on a remote is-
land far from civilisation. 
Unity soon turns into con-
flict when Jack rebels 
against Ralph and the 
rules of the island and all 
organisation and authority 
are lost. 
   I would recommend Lord 
of the Flies as a personal 
study book because it is 
enjoyable and it has 
themes and symbolism 
that are easily grasped by 
the reader. 
 
Sean Gamble 
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The Curious  
Incident of the Dog 

in the Night-Time  
by  

Mark Haddon 
 
This novel tells the story of 
Christopher John Francis 
Boone, a fifteen-year-old 
with a form of Asperger’s 
Syndrome. He understands 
maths and science but  he 
can’t understand other 
human beings. 
   When he finds his 
neighbour’s dog lying 
dead on the lawn, he de-
cides to track down the 
killer and write a murder 
mystery but Christopher 
gets more than he bar-
gained for and uncovers 
many other mysteries. 
   I highly recommend this 
novel for a personal study 
as it goes into Christo-
pher’s life and how he 
feels and the way he 
thinks. 
 
Callum Hind 



 
Empress Orchid 

by 
Anchee Min 

 
Empress Orchid by 
Anchee Min tells the story 
of a young country girl. Her 
ancestors were of Manchu 
origin, which gives her 
family superior status.  
   On the death of her fa-
ther, her family move to 
the capital where Orchid 
becomes a concubine of 
the fourth consort to the 
Emperor of China. She lives 
her life in the Forbidden 
City rather unhappily until 
she gets into bed with the 
Emperor. She eventually 
gives him an heir to the 
throne.  
   However, the book goes 
down a dark path as 
China faces economic 
crisis and everything starts 
to go wrong. 
   This book is really interest-
ing and there are many 
aspects to write about in a 
personal study. 
 
Amy Lindsay 

My Sister’s Keeper 
by  

Jodi Picoult 

This story is about a 13-
year-old girl called Anna 
who is suing her parents for 
the right to her own body. 
   The book switches be-
tween characters to hear 
their story.  
   Her older sister Kate has 
leukaemia and is slowly 
dying. Her mum, Sara, is 
distraught that Anna is not 
donating her kidney to 
save Kate. Her dad, Brian, 
is torn between which side 
to take - Anna’s or his 
wife’s. Her brother, Jesse, is 
drinking, smoking and tak-
ing drugs all the time and 
her lawyer, Campbell is 
struggling with epilepsy 
and his relationship with 
Julia, who helps Anna 
throughout her case.  
  In the end Anna wins the 
case but dies soon after in 
a car crash. Her kidney 
goes to Kate but later Kate 
regrets having Anna’s kid-
ney, thinking she should 
have been the one to die 
rather than Anna.  
   This book was made into 
a film but rather than Anna 
dying in the end, Kate dies 
instead. 

This book was very moving 
and I would recommend 
this to anyone who loves 
sad stories. I would also 
recommend people to 
watch the film, as it is very 
sad. 
 
Holly Cowan 

This book tells of the emo-
tional journey of a family 
as they try to cope with 
Kate’s serious illness. 
 

Alex Malone 

 Echo  
by  

Kate Morgenroth 
 

This book tells the story of a 
teenage boy called Justin 
and how he deals with his 
younger brother’s death, 
to which he was a witness. 
   Justin experiences the 
same day three times. 
Even though each time 
the day repeats different 
things happen, the day 
inevitably ends terribly. 
   Justin learns more about 
himself and our perspec-
tive of him changes 
throughout.  
   This is a good read and 
rather good for a personal 
study. 
 

Tom O’Neill 
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Z For Zachariah  
by  

Robert C. O’Brien 
 

Z for Zachariah is about an 
atomic bomb, nerve gas, 
a girl, a man and a valley. 
   It is a moving story of 
love, lust and the will to 
live even when you are 
being shot at. 
   It all starts with a war. An 
atomic bomb and nerve 
gas kill all but one girl: one 
lonely, teenage girl. Then a 
man in a radiation suit ar-
rives and swims in poi-
soned water after thinking 
it was connected to the 
clean stream and he con-
tracts radiation poisoning. 
The girl cares for him and 
the two become close. 
Soon he becomes posses-
sive and the girl finds her-
self struggling to survive 
once more. 
   The good points are the 
story line, characters and 
the emotional journey you 
are forcibly taken on. The 
bad point is the fact that 
the story seems more ap-
pealing to boys but when 
you read it you are drawn 
in no matter what gender 
you are. 

The Knife That 
Killed Me  

by 
Anthony McGowan 

 
The Knife That Killed Me by 
Anthony McGowan is the 
story of Paul Varderman 
and the lead up to his 
‘death’.  
   Some of the main 
themes of the story are 
trust and betrayal, indi-
viduality and making your 
own decisions. 

Genesis Alpha  
by  

Rune Michaels 
 
Genesis Alpha by Rune 
Michaels is a novel about 
a young teenage boy 
called Josh and how he 
manages when people 
turn on him for being his 
brother’s saviour as a test 
tube baby. 
   I enjoyed the book be-
cause it’s set in the present 
and what happens is be-
lievable and realistic yet 
still thrilling with its twists.  
   I would recommend this 
for anyone who likes sci-
ence fiction or is interested 
in bioengineering. 
 
Connor Burgess 

   I would recommend this 
book to those aged 12 up-
wards as the story line is 
very consuming and emo-
tional. Anyone younger 
could be upset at times 
when they talk about the 
loss of everyone the girl 
loves. 
   Overall, this is a good 
read but make sure you 
have plenty of time, as 
you won’t be able to put 
this book down—not until 
you’re done and maybe 
not even then . . . 
 
Kerry Johnstone  

   Not only is it an enjoyable 
book to read, there are also 
lots of issues in it that you 
can write about without tell-
ing the story.  
 
Andrew Pearson 
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by J.K. Rowling 
Harry Potter and 
the Philosopher’s 

Stone  
 

The story of Harry Potter 
begins with the death of 
his parents, who, unknown 
to Harry until years later, 
were wizards.  As Harry 
gets older he notices 
strange things happening, 
unexplained things. 
   He gets a visit from a wiz-
ard called Hagrid who tells 
him all about his parents 
and how they died, how 
he got the scar on his 
head and that he was a 
wizard.   
   Most of the story takes 
place at a school for wiz-
ards, called Hogwarts, 
which is run by a great wiz-
ard called Albus Dumble-
dore. Harry realises early 
on that he is a bit of a ce-
lebrity and that some of 
the pupils don’t like him.  
He becomes good friends 
with Ron, who is from a 
w i z a r d  f a m i l y  a n d 
Hermione whose parents 
are non-wizards or Mug-
gles. 
   Harry becomes known as 
‘the boy who lived’ and 
learns that the wizard that 
killed his parents - a dark 
evil wizard called Volde -
Mort - will do anything to 
kill Harry and take over the 
world.   
   I liked the three main 
characters - Harry, Ron 
and Hermione.    
   I liked Harry because he 
seemed willing to do any 
task he was set, even 
though he wasn’t aware 
of his true abilities.  

Top Ten Authors 
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J.K. Rowling 

J. K. stands for Joanne 
Kathleen.  
   J. K. Rowling chose to 
use initials for her books 
because her publisher 
feared that if readers 
knew she was female, they 
would lose interest in the 
boy wizard, Harry Potter. 
   Harry Potter was created 
on napkins while J. K. Rowl-
ing was a single mother 
travelling by train. 
   She completed her first 
book-length manuscript 
on an old manual type-
writer while she was unem-
ployed and living on bene-
fits. 
   Twelve publishing houses 
initially rejected her first 
novel, Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher's Stone 
   In 2006, the author was 
named the second richest 
female entertainer in the 
world behind Oprah Win-
frey. 
   The sixth book of the 
Harry Potter series sold 
more copies in twenty-four 
hours than The Da Vinci 
Code sold in a year. 
    J. K. Rowling contributes 
a good deal of money 
and support to charitable 
causes. 
   It took her five years to 
write the first book. 
   JK Rowling, Harry Potter 
and actor Daniel Radcliffe 
all share the same birth-
day, July 31. 

She thinks her Boggart 
would probably be a spi-
der! 

Harry Potter and the: 
 

Philosopher’s Stone 
Chamber of Secrets 
Prisoner of Azkaban 

Goblet of Fire 
Order of the Phoenix 

Half-Blood Prince 
Deathly Hallows 
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   Harry could tell who was 
good and who was bad, 
and was able to choose 
his friends because of this: 
he didn’t go with the ‘in 
crowd’.   
   I thought Ron was clumsy 
and a bit stupid at first, but 
as you got further on in the 
book he became more 
serious and you saw he 
was going to be a good 
friend.  Hermione was 
strong, clever and knew 
what she wanted even 
though some people 
thought she should not 
have been at the school 
because of her Muggle 
background. 
   I would strongly recom-
mend this book to people 
of all ages.  It takes you to 
a magical world that you 
can picture in your head.  
It will keep you on the 
edge of your seat all the 
way through so you can’t 
wait for the next book. 
When you read this book 
you feel that you are 
there, a part of the school.  
You imagine what it would 
be like to be a real wizard.   
 

Conor Heslop 

Harry Potter and 
the Half Blood 

Prince 

Harry Potter and the Half 
Blood Prince is the sixth 
book out of the Harry Pot-
ter saga and, I think, is the 
best so far.  
   Harry Potter is an orphan 
that lives with his cruel rela-
tives, the Dursleys. In the 
first book one day he re-
ceived a letter from Hog-
warts School and since 
then he has been attend-
ing Hogwarts, a school 
that teaches witchcraft 
and wizardry.  
   Harry Potter has a scar 
from when his mother died 
to save him when he was 
only a baby from his rival 
Voldemort, the very pow-
erful dark wizard. Right 
through Harry’s life, Volde-
mort has been trying to kill 
him because he hates the 
fact that Harry didn’t die.  
   In this book Voldemort is 
on the loose again with his 
followers, the Deatheaters 
and plans to kill Harry.   
   But Harry is not alone in 
this fight because his two 
best friends Hermione and 
Ron are willing to put their 
life on the line to save their 
friend.   
   There are a lot of char-
acters in the book and if 
you don’t take everything 
in you might not under-
stand something later on 
in the book. There is so 
much going on in this book 
that every time you turn 
the page there is some-
thing new happening.  
   I found this book very 
exciting, as I am a Harry 
Potter fan. J. K. Rowling, 
the author of the Harry 
Potter books, has written it 
very well. In happy scenes 
she describes the smiles on 
the characters faces and 
in sad scenes she makes it 
almost as if you were there 
with the characters feeling 
sorry for them.  

Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows 

 
This is the seventh and final 
instalment of the Harry Pot-
ter saga. Harry Potter and 
his two friends, Ron 
Weasley and Hermione 
Granger, are trying to fulfil 
the mission Dumbledore, 
the headmaster of Hog-
warts, left for them, to de-
stroy the horcruxes of 
Voldemort.  
   However, Voldemort 
knows about this and 
commands his minions, 
known as the Death-
Eaters, to bring them to 
him so he can kill them. He 
also needs to find out who 
has the initials R.A.B. as 
whoever it is stole one of 
the horcruxes.  
   On top of this, Voldemort 
has taken control of the 
Ministry of Magic and later 
in the book the heroes 
have to infiltrate the Minis-
try of Magic without being 
caught.  
 
Ewan Patterson 

I love this book and can’t 
wait until the next one. 
 

Megan Smith  
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The Hunger Games 
Catching Fire 

by  
Suzanne Collins 

 

This book is the sequel to 
the original Hunger Games 
and is part of a trilogy. The 
story is set in Panem where 
there are 12 districts and 
the Capital. In the original 
book, Katniss Everdeen 
and Peeta Mellark won 
the “Hunger Games”, a 
reality TV show where 24 
tributes take part from all 
12 districts. In the games 
they have to survive hun-
ger, dehydration and they 
have to fight to kill each 
other. There is always only 
one winner but Peeta was 
in love with Katniss and 
they tried to kill themselves 
and in the end they both 
won.   
   The second book starts 
off 3 months later with Kat-
niss back in District 12. Kat-
niss, her mother and her 
sister, Prim, move into a big 
house since Katniss won 
along with Peeta. Their 
mentor throughout the 
games, Haymitch, is back 
to his usual self, drinking 
every day.  

   The president of the 
Capital is angry with Kat-
niss for making the Capital 
look silly by threatening to 
kill herself in the Games 
and he wants revenge. He 
plans the 75th Hunger 
Games where the tributes 
have to be picked from 
the victors of previous 
games. Katniss and Peeta 
get taken quickly away to 
the Capital for the Games 
where they are reunited 
with their costume design-
ers, Cinna and Portia. 
   Every tribute is inter-
viewed before the games 
and when Peeta goes up 
he says he and Katniss are 
married and are expect-
ing a baby to save Katniss 
from the president but it 
doesn’t work. Haymitch 
tells them to make some 
allies during the games so 
they try during the prac-
tice but fail.  
   The next day they are 
released into the arena 
and the fight for survival 
begins. 
   I thought this was an ex-
cellent book and I could 
not put it down but to un-
derstand this book you 
would have to read the 
first one. 
 

Holly Cowan 

desperately   to   put them  
back in the ground.  
   When Tommy, one of the 
differently biotic kids, tries 
out for the football team 
there is uproar and Pete, 
one of the players, tries 
everything to get him 
kicked off the team.  
   Phoebe is fascinated by 
the differently biotic and 
strikes a close friendship 
with Tommy. They even go 
on a few dates but 
Phoebe isn’t sure this is 
right as she feels Tommy is 
only seeing her because 
he believes that the best 
way to be come more hu-
man is to kiss a living girl.  
   Adam, Phoebe’s next-
door-neighbour, realises 
he’s in love with Phoebe 
but is he too late? 
   If you enjoyed this book 
look out for Kiss of Life the 
second book in the series 
to find out what happens 
to Phoebe, Adam and 
Tommy.  
   I would recommend this 
book, as it is very exciting 
and emotional.  
   It is really good.  
 
Bethany Hay 

 

Generation Dead 
by  

Daniel Waters 
 

This book is all about these 
American teenagers who 
die but aren’t staying 
dead. They are trying to fit 
into modern day society 
by going to school and 
having friends. However, 
there are some people 
who don’t think it’s right 
that they are rising from 
the dead and are trying  
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The summer term in 2009 was a busy time for Annan Academy’s School Library and the 
English Department. 
 Our  Sponsored Book Reading Week in May raised over £500 and the first edition of  
The Magic Threshold was published. Both events were covered by ‘The Annandale Ob-
server’. 
 In August, the English Department Blog was up and running with book reviews, ex-
amples of pupils’ writing and hints and tips on all aspects of the Standard Grade, Interme-
diate and Higher courses, together with updates on the on-going work of a busy depart-
ment. Check it out for yourself at:  
 

  www.annanacademyenglishdepartment.wordpress.com 
 
 Just before Christmas 2009, the Library Blog came on-line.  You can see for yourself 
how much the Library has to offer at: 
 

 www.aalibrary.wordpress.com 
 

You can also access the blogs through the Annan Academy website. Just click on 
BLOGS. 
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Take a fresh look at Jane Austen 

Pride and Prejudice 
 

It is a truth universally ac-
knowledged that the mo-
ment you meet the love of 
your life you know straight-
away that this is your soul 
mate. Sadly for Elizabeth 
Bennet, things are not 
quite so simple: she hears 
her soul mate informing his 
friend that  she is not pretty 
enough to dance with but 
her sister is.   
   Poor Elizabeth. The last 
thing she needs, living in a 
family with four other sisters 
and a mother who is ob-
sessed with getting them 
all married off, is to be in-
sulted by a man she has 
only just met - even if he 
did not mean for her to 
hear his comments.  
   Fizwilliam Darcy, one of 
the richest (and most 
handsome) men in the 
country, is used to getting 
his own way. Women fall 
over their feet to get his 
attention. However, given 
what happens when they 
first meet, Elizabeth is not 
one of those women, 
which causes Darcy to no-
tice her - even if at first he 
does not want to. 
   Pride and Prejudice tells 
the story of two people 
who clearly belong to-
gether but who have to 
face a variety of problems,  

misunderstandings and 
overcome false first im-
pressions, before true love 
can flourish.  
 

Miss L. McCulloch 

I was Jane  
Austen’s best friend 

by 
Cora Harrison 

 

This book is rich in detail 
and full of romance and 
fantasy. This is a delightful 
imaginary diary of Jenny 
Cooper, which gives inter-
esting insights into what 
Jane Austen might have 
been like as a teenager.  
   Jenny is the pretty, 
clever but shy cousin of 
the young Jane. The girls 
meet at a horrible board-
ing school but soon es-
cape to the warmth of 
Jane’s family home. There, 
Jenny enjoys with Jane the 
bustling life of cards and 
games and gowns and 
balls and, above all, the 
delights of finding a hero.  
   I loved this book be-
cause it was interesting 
and absolutely excellent. 
   Do read it! 
 

Naomi Anderson 

Love, Lies and Lizzie 
by Rosie Rushton 

 

In Love, Lies and Lizzie, the 
Bennets have just inherited 
a fortune and Mrs Bennet 
can finally purchase her 
dream house in Longbourn 
Oakes.  
   Mrs Bennet is delighted 
when her neighbour, Mrs 
Vanessa Bingley befriends 
her and invites the family 
to an outdoor party where 
the Bennet girls meet 
Charlie and Caroline Bing-
ley and their friend, James 
Darcy.  
   Whilst Charlie and Jane 
hit it off right away, Lizzie 
overhears an unflattering 
remark about herself from 
James Darcy.  
   The story has many par-
allels with Pride and Preju-
dice: their father’s godson, 
Drew Collins comes to stay 
with them; Lizzie meets 
and is charmed by sexy 
George Wickham; the 
Bingleys and Darcy 
abruptly depart from 
Longbourn Oakes without 
saying goodbye… 
   I loved this book be-
cause it was easier to un-
derstand than Pride and 
Prejudice and it gave a 
modern kick to it. 
 

Naomi Anderson and 
her Gran 
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Noughts & Crosses  
 
Noughts & Crosses is a 
book about a boy called 
Callum and a girl called 
Sephy (Persephone). 
   Sephy is a Cross; 
Callum is a nought. 
Noughts are thought of 
as slaves and Callum’s 
dad and brother are in 
the Liberation Militia 
(LM), which is an organi-
zation trying to get 
equality between the 
noughts and Crosses. 
   Callum and Sephy love 
each other but can 
never be together as her 
father frowns upon the 
noughts. 
   This is a true romance 
but also a tearjerker. I 
recommend this to all 
teenagers. It is a very 
well thought out storyline 
and very well written. 
(I cried at the end.) 
 

Ellie McMonies  

From The Times  
January 31st  2004. 

If you enjoy  
NOUGHTS & CROSSES  

Look out for: 
KNIFE EDGE 
CHECKMATE 

DOUBLE CROSS 

 

Dear Malorie Blackman, 
 
I thought your book called Noughts & Crosses was excel-
lent.  
 
I got this book as a gift and when I started reading it I 
couldn’t put it down! I loved the characters; it seemed like 
I had met them.  
 
I think the topic of the book was very true and I think it is a 
shame that things like that do happen. I can’t wait to read 
the other two books that are in the sequel. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Briony Mundell (age 13) 

‘Imagine a world just like 
ours, but in photographic 
negative. Black people 
are the educated elite, 
the ruling class. White peo-
ple are the minority, em-
ployed only in menial jobs, 
without legal rights or rep-
resentation.’  
   This is the world that 
Malorie Blackman, one of 
our leading children’s writ-
ers, has imagined in detail 
after needing a plaster 
one day and being struck 
that they were all pink    
and designed to blend 
with a white person’s skin.  
  It’s something she would 
never have noticed but for 
the fact that she is black 
— the only black  writer to 
have got into the top 100 
of the nation’s favourite 
books in the BBC’s The Big 
Read. She did so with 
Noughts & Crosses, the 
novel that describes this 
inverted world and the 
doomed love between a 
black “Cross” girl, Sephy, 
and a white “nought” boy, 
Callum.’  

Top Ten Authors 
2009/10 

10 
Malorie  

Blackman 

Noughts & Crosses by 
Malorie Blackman is about 
Persephone ‘Sephy’ Had-
ley and Callum McGregor 
who live in a divided soci-
ety where the quality of 
life is all down to the col-
our of your skin.  
   This novel deals with ra-
cism, prejudice and dis-
crimination in a story that is 
full of emotion. 
 
Mandip Johal             
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WORLD BOOK DAY 2010—Thursday 4th March 
 
To celebrate World Book Day, the Library held a book sale. Shane and Fra-
ser from our editorial team were just two of the many pupils who snapped 
up some book bargains . 

New to the Library for 2009/10 is the graffiti wall (many thanks to Mr War-
wick in the Art Department).  
 Next time you’re in the library why not add your own book graffiti and 
be sure to check out which character from ‘Twilight’ Miss McCulloch likes 
best! (You can see photographs of the wall in the Library blog gallery.) 
 

See how many of the authors featured in this magazine you can find in the 
wordsearch below. 

y i v m f q n m i c h a e l m o r p u r g o r i w 

n a y b d r s w i l l i a m g o l d i n g g k j m 

q n r o b e r t c o b r i e n q e w d t i e x a f 

s t g s o p h i e m c k e n z i e o x w h p z c s 

u h a r j l j b j i r c j e a n u r e y a a j q a 

z o r o a e o l o c g m x m c z a b v m p r c u l 

a n e b n w d l a h r a j j j f g l p a o t b e l 

n y t e e i i d n e a r a d k r k m k l i h q l y 

n m h r a s p w n l c k y a r a k w r o m u c i n 

e c p t u c i s a l e h a r o n e g j r a r a n i 

c g j w s a c a k e d a s r w k i n o i t c n e c 

o o o e t r o t e p e d h e l b f y h e s o n w h 

l w n s e r u g n a n d e n i e c r n b u n e i o 

l a e t n o l g r v t o r s n d o x b l r a c l l 

i n s a l l t s i e f n t h g d o q o a i n a s l 

n y t l o l b n c r j t p a s o n d y c h d s o s 

s w y l a i n o k x x l d n l r v g n k i o s n d 

e h y z l o u i s e r e n n i s o n e m n y i h s 

x u a z z d a n i e l w a t e r s s y a o l d d w 

u g a l i n d a s t r a c h a n c z j n w e y i c 
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 SPONSORS 
We would like to thank our sponsors for their generous support.   

Annandale Observer, Bank of Scotland, A.C. Eggleton, Hann & Co., L.J. 
Residential, Murray Little & Knox, John Robson (Dental Practice), Snips                    

We hope you enjoyed reading our Library Magazine as much as we enjoyed writing it. 
To all Annan Academy pupils: if you are interested in journalism as a potential career; 
have read a book you’d like to review; are good at drawing; are full of ideas; are good at 
motivating people; have good ICT skills; or are simply looking for a challenge, then join 
our editorial team. 
Work begins on the next edition in June.   
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