before bed - it really slows
you down after a big day.
Sarah Mason
on the couch – it’s comfy and
usually silent. William Wallace

in my bed – it’s always
really relaxing, quiet and
comfortable.
Kiera Graham

in bed at night – there is
no stress or noise and
afterwards you can just
fall asleep.
Rachel Bailey

in bed – it is really
quiet to read in bed.
Logan O’Neill
in the garden – it is nice and
sunny; in bed – you get peace
and quiet from your sisters.
Acacia Clash
in a library – it is a
quiet place to read
books.
Olivia Scott
in bed – it’s quiet and there are no
distractions so you can focus better
on what you’re reading.
Ella Irving

somewhere quiet and distraction-free –
it really allows you to get into the book
and focus on reading it, especially if it’s a
good book.
Leanne Wilson

A selection of books read as part of
Annan Academy’s SIX BOOKS IN SIX WEEKS
Summer Reading Challenge 2015.

One of my favourite
books was Holes by
Louis Sachar. What I
liked about this book
would have to be that it
kept switching between
different eras.
I would recommend it
because
it’s
quite
humorous and the book
itself was a bit of an adventure.
Kiera Graham.
Another one of my favourite books was Awful Auntie by David
Walliams.
What I liked best about
this book was that it
always led to me
wanting to read more.
I would recommend it
because it was quite
sad at times and it was
also
very
actionpacked
and
extraordinary.
Kiera Graham

Keira also read: Billionaire Boy by David
Walliams, Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Last Straw
and Rodrick Rules by Jeff Kinney and I am Not a
Loser by Jim Smith.
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Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Last
Straw
by
Jeff Kinney
Greg Heffley is a boy who is in middle school.
His best friend is called Rowley. Gregg is all
wimpy and his dad thought it would be good for
him to go to military school over his summer
holiday. Gregg tries to change his dad’s mind
by saying that he would like to join the Boy
Scouts and his dad thought it was good for him
so he does not go to military school after all.
Ellie Hastie

Queenie
by
Jacqueline Wilson
There is this girl called Elsa and she lives
with her Nan. They are quite happy living
together.
They planned that they were going to see
the Queen at her coronation. However,
one day Elsa’s Nan got ill and she was not
getting any better so they had to take her
away to hospital. Elsa then got ill too and
they took her away to a different hospital.
They both got better and Elsa lived with
her Nan for about another five months
before she died.
Ellie Hastie
Ellie also read: Born to Run by Michael Morpurgo, Paws and
Whiskers by Jacqueline Wilson, and Boy in a Dress and Awful
Auntie by David Walliams.
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William Wallace enjoyed reading about Alex Rider during the summer.
Here are William’s 6 books in order of preference:
1. Point Blanc
2. Scorpia
3. Scorpia Rising
4. Stormbreaker
5. Snakehead
6. Crocodile Tears

Recommended by Logan O’Neill

Two of
Sarah Mason’s
summer reads

William’s favourite “was Point Blanc because it was intriguing and had
lots of thrilling points and it was

SCARY and it was funny in parts.”
13

Acacia Clash
recommends these
David Walliams books

2

It’s very hard to pick a favourite two books as all of the six books that I
read are part of The Mortal Instruments series by Cassandra Clare.
However, I did particularly like City of Glass, the third book in the
series, as many questions from the first two books are answered in it
and quite a few new characters are introduced.
I also liked the sixth and final book in the series as the story is told
partly from the view of twelve-year-old Emma Carstairs, as well as the
original main characters.
The series was first recommended to me by a member of staff at
Waterstone’s and then by a friend so I decided to give it a go.
Ella Irving

Cherry Crush
by
Cathy Cassidy
I liked this book because it tell of a
Scottish girl – like me – who moves away
from everything and everyone she knows.
I would recommend this book to others
because it captures the true aura of a child
that has had tough times in life.
Rachel Bailey

No Time For Tears
by
Kitty Neale
Angel is five years old and spoiled by
everyone she knows. She has red hair – a
shade lighter than her mother’s – and grey
eyes just like her father. Her mother has a gift
to see things and only realises that Angel does
too later in the book.
Angel’s real name is Angela. She makes
friends with Tommy, a boy who is related in a
way, and grows really fond of him.
Rachel Bailey
Rachel also read: Sweet Honey by Cathy Cassidy, Ruby Redfort: Feel
the Fear by Lauren Child, The Killing Woods by Lucy Christopher
and Lost Angel by Kitty Neale.
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Olivia Scott’s two favourite books are The Fault in Our Stars by John
Green and Lily Alone by Jacqueline Wilson.
She writes:
“The Fault in Our Stars is different from the movie as the book tells
you more.”

“Lily Alone is about a girl who has to look after her brother and sisters
as her mum leaves them alone with Lily.”
Olivia also read: Divergent by Veronica Roth, Olivia’s First Term by
Lyn Gardner, Geek Girl by Holly Smale and The Valentine’s Card by
Juliet Ashton.
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By Ella Irving
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Opal Plumstead
by
Jacqueline Wilson
I like how it is set in the olden days and
shows how someone who is in a low-paid
and bad job can get higher up in the
business by trying harder and designing new
things.
I also like how it is really good to read and
once you’ve started you can’t stop!
Jenna Patterson

The Butterfly Club
by
Jacqueline Wilson
I like this book because it is about
triplets and how one of them is a
little smaller and weaker so she
can’t do as much as the other two.
When her teacher gives her a task to
make a butterfly garden she does it
and feels proud whilst also
becoming friends with her enemy.
Jenna Patterson

Jenna also read Paws and Whiskers by Jacqueline Wilson and Danny
the Champion of the World, George’s Marvellous Medicine and
Fantastic Mr Fox by Roald Dahl.
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My two favourite books from the
summer were The Dream Thieves and
Blue Lily, Lily Blue both by Maggie
Stiefvater. These are the second and third
books in the Raven Cycle Quartet.
My favourite thing about these books is
that the characters are incredibly welldesigned and developed and the
relationships between them are intricate and addictive.
Once you start reading, the series is addictive and I found it difficult to
put any of these books down – especially the third one. The books in
this series get better and better, each even more breathtaking than the
last.
Maggie Stiefvater’s writing is beautiful; some of
the passages being almost poetical. She still
maintains a dramatic plot even during comedic
scenes.
I would recommend them to others because they
are easy to read and easy to love. From the
beginning you will fall in love with the characters
and their adventure together.
Leanne Wilson

Leanne also read: All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Maria
Remarque, Tender is the Night by F. Scott Fitzgerald, and Lady
Windermere’s Fan and The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar
Wilde.
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I Let You Go by Claire Mackintosh
This psychological thriller is about a hit-and-run
accident. It has a gripping storyline with many
twists and turns which will keep you guessing until
the end.
A real page-turner from start to finish.
Mrs Kirkpatrick

Final Assignment

by Linwood Barclay

This is a short story (only 77 pages) but be careful what
you write - it may come back to haunt you!
Mrs Kirkpatrick

The Lie by C. L. Taylor
A psychological thriller, this book is about a group
of girl friends who go on holiday in Nepal. The
chapters alternate between life now and life in
Nepal, five years ago.
Jane, the central character tries to re-invent her life
but can what happens on holiday stay on holiday?
Mrs Kirkpatrick
Mr Le Vin’s summer reading included:
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Mrs Nixon, the school librarian, wrote reviews for all six of her summer
reads. Here are two of her favourites.
My favourite book this summer is A Court of
Thorns and Roses by Sarah J. Maas. I started
reading at 11am and finished at 2am the next
morning.
Feyre is a strong heroine. Faced in the beginning
with extreme poverty, she makes a terrible choice
that ultimately leads her on an amazing adventure
completely changing both her and her family’s
fate.
Personally I love fantasy fiction so this was an
amazing find. American fantasy author Sarah J
Maas also has another series beginning with The
Throne of Glass that I certainly shall be picking up for the library. The
sequel to A Court of Thorns and Roses (yet untitled) is due out in
Spring 2016.

Half Bad by Sally Green is another great
find this summer. However, I am definitely
moving it from Junior to Senior fiction as the
violence is quite graphic.
Sally Green’s writing style is almost
theatrical bringing to life her characters but
also their powers and gifts through the use of
sound effects in text.
Don’t know what I mean? Then read it.
Her chapters are often short and sharp which
suits the pace of the story.
Nathan has the world against him from the
word go but he is not a quitter and he doesn’t
conform. In a world of black witches and white witches being a half
blood is a dangerous position to be in.
This book was shortlisted for the Best Young Adult Book Prize 2015.
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Mrs C. Johnston’s Book Recommendations

This summer’s release of Fairest, Levana’s Story, served as a reminder
of just how good the series is.

Fans of HORROR should check out Darren Shan’s ZOM–B series. They
are not for the faint-hearted but they are surprisingly quick and easy to
read.

I read Running Girl by Simon Mason at the
beginning of the summer holidays and highly
recommend it.
It is a detective story with a difference and is
thoroughly enjoyable.
Garvie Smith knows (or knew) the dead girl
– he even went out with her once. Despite his
very high IQ, Garvie gets terrible grades at
school and his mum is threatening to move to
Barbados, taking him with her, if he doesn’t
buck up his ideas.
The media is all over the murder and D.I.
Singh is under a lot of pressure to solve the
case. He wants Garvie to keep out of his way
but Garvie can see things that he can’t.
I’m really looking forward to the next book.
If you like sci-fi, fantasy and fairytales then you cannot afford to miss
out on The Lunar Chronicles by Marissa Meyer. Book 4, Winter, is
due out in November. The series begins with Cinder.
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Darkmouth by Shane Hegarty is a great new series for fans of Artemis
Fowl.
The central character, Finn, is 12 and is in training.
By his thirteenth birthday he will have taken over
from his father as the last Legend Hunter. However,
there’s a problem – he’s not very good at hunting.
His father is convinced Finn just needs more
practice. What he doesn’t know is that Finn not only
doesn’t want to hunt and kill legendary creatures he
wants to become a vet!
If Finn is not up to the task, who will save us from
the Legends – the monsters – which are breaking
through into Darkmouth and want to take over our
world?
The Bodyguard series by Chris Bradford
Those who like action and adventure without the
fantasy element will enjoy the Bodyguard series. In
the latest book, Bodyguard: Ambush, teenager
Connor Reeves is sent on a mission to protect a
foreign ambassador's family while they are on safari.
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